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Inside this
week

TH basements
deemed unsafe
for parties
Sarah Redman
Contributing Writer
It is a typical Friday
night in the townhouses. Students are packed into the basement dancing, drinking, and socializing. It takes a tremendous
effort to even make it across the
crowded cement floor to get to
the basement stairs, and even the
stairs are blocked with people
going up and down.
"I guess there is really
no safe way out if there ever was
a fire but I don't know how to
make the basements safer," Carla
Gazlay' 98 said. "I don't want to
lose them. Then where would
we have our parties?"
Students are not the
only ones concerned about the
safety of townhouse parties in
basements. Joseph Boucard, the
university fire marshal, recently
voiced his concern in a letter to
Gwen Vendley, associate dean
of students.
"The intent of the base-

ment area was always for storage and mechanical equipment.
This area conforms to that,"
Boucard said. "If this area is
being used other than storage,
such as living space, place of
public assembly, it would place
the university or the occupants
at risk for improper usage."
Members of UNITE,
the "university townhouse experience", have been informed
of the concern and have discussed possible solutions. Installing rubber treading on the
basement stairs, limiting the
number of students permitted
in the basement during parties,
and providing more support to
the staircases are all being considered as options, said UNITE
member Kerry O'Callaghan
'98.
According to the letter from the Boucard, places of
assembly require certain features, "such as proper lighting,
emergency lighting, proper
egress widths, proper exiting,

Feeling
stressed?
You're not alone. Find
out why students are turning to
the Counseling Center, seep. 5

Did you catch
"the virus?"
The "unsafe" basement stairs of a townhouse.
photo: M. Parsons
sprinkling, travel paths, etc.
Basements generally don't
meet much if any of this type of
criteria," he said. .
Vendley has offered
some of her own solutions to
the problem. She suggests
keeping the parties upstairs and
maybe having the keg in the
basement. One or two students
could go up and downstairs,
acting as "runners". This would
limit the number of students
who would be in the basement
if there ever was need to evacuate quickly, Vendley said.
"It seems like it should
be a concern, but I don't think

blocking the basements off altogether is a solution, or trying
to limit the number of students
permitted downstairs is a good
idea either," Liz Riccio '98
said. "I don't know what would
be a really safe solution because
students are going to have parties regardless."
"It is like putting a kid
without a seat belt in the front
seat," Vendley said. "It's an
accident waiting to happen. We
can simply not have students at
risk, and right now it is unsafe
for students to be down there."

University library
lacks all-night study
rooms
Patrick Duffy
Contributing Writer
As exams begin, students seem to become increasingly anxious when it comes to
their academics. Some students
say that the university library,
which would seemingly relieve
some of the pressure, may
merely be adding insult to injury"It reminds me of my
high school library," Dan Hary
'01 said. "That can't be good."
"We all know that the
library is outdated and that's
being addressed," FUSA President Chris Cipriano said.
In regards to studying
facilities, Cipriano stated that

Find out how one student
copes, see p. 8

A tribute to
Mirror advisor
A special thanks to Profes
sor Andi Rierdan, see p. 9

What's going
on at the
beach?
Student talks about the
current situation at the
beach, see p. 12

Roaches
in the
cafeteria?
Staff writer writes on
what students have seen,
seep. 13

Get Festive!

the Mezzanine has been a
student's only alternative.
"Yes, we need a twenty-four
hour study room," he said.
"I think the library
stinks. It should have a twentyfour hour room," Scott
Satkowski, a transfer student
from St. Lawrence University,
said. "At St. lawrence University, our library was about three
times the size of Fairfield's.
We had a study area that was
open all night."
Joan Overfield, associate university librarian, said
that the age of the library plays
a major role in regards to its
overall size and amount of vol-

continued on
page 3-
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Read how to decoratefor the holidays, see
p. 15

Take a bite out
of the Big Apple
Check out a New York
City bar crawl, see p. 18.

Sports has a
surprise for
you!
Senior Jessica Grossarth led the Stags past For
and into the championship game of the Warner

See pages 19-21
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Campus Beat
John Griffith
Co-Assistant A&E Editor

Dec. 1
-4:33 a.m. : A student reported that someone was trying to key into their
room. No suspect was found.
Dec. 2
-12:15 a.m : A motor vehicle was tampered with on the east side of
Campion. The vehicle was pushed into the handicap spot. Security has suspects.
Dec. 3
-Theft.: Between 4:00 a.m and 5:30 a.m., seven vehicles were broken into.
The majority were parked in the Kostka/Claver lots. Stereo and other equipment was
targeted. Security has no suspects. If anyone has any information please contact
campus security.
Dec. 4
-4:42 p.m.: Security assisted student services in search of two students
suspected of sending harassing e-mail messages. The case is pending.
Dec. 5
-11:56 a.m.: Computer crime. A person gained access to the University's
e-mail system and sent obscene messages to students. Security has no suspects.
Dec. 6
-4:17 a.m.: DUI. A female student was issued a DUI at the checkpoint.
Dec. 7
-12:26 a.m. : One student and three non-students were caught with drugs
and drug paraphenelia in the Regis lot. The non-students were issued criminal
trespass warnings and escorted off campus. The student's case will be handled by
Judicial.
-1 a.m. : An RA in Claver reported receiving harassing phone calls. The
case is under investigation.
-1:25 a.m.: Vandalism. A trash can was thrown through a window at the
campus center. No suspects have been identified.
-2:47 p.m.: Criminal mischief. Four suspects were identified as vandalizing a parked vehicle in the Regis lot. The case was sent to Judicial.

Town Beat
Maura Parsons
News Editor
The Grand Opening of the Fairfield Super Stop & Shop is slated for Friday,
Dec. 12. The new store will include a pharmacy, a bakery, a 7-day People's Bank,
a baby shop, a florist and a pet shop. Super Stop & Shop, located on King's Highway,
will be open twenty-four hours a day.
Two new Fairfield police officers were sworn in last week by First Selectman Kenneth Flatto. Officers John Zdru and Edward Kovac replace two retired
officers. There are currently 100 police officers on the Fairfield Police Force.

Classifieds

English tutor with emphasis on writing for 8th grade boy. After 6 p.m. call 3741840
!!!!A SPRING BREAK '98 *** CANCUN, JAMAICA, BAHAMAS, SOUTH
PADRE, KEY WEST, PANAMA CITY, DAYTON A! "MEALS & DRINKS"
PACKAAGE $39 FOR DEPOSITS RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 20! GROUP
DISCOUNTS FOR 8 OR MORE! TROPICAL TOURS INC. @ 1-800-931-8687
***EARN FREE TRIPS AND CASH!*** CLASS TRAVEL needs students to
promote Spring Break 1998! Sell 15 trips and travel free! Highly motivated students can
earn a free trip & over $10,000! Choos Cancun, Bahamas, Mazatlan, Jamaica or
FLorida! North America's largest student tour operator! Call Now! 1-800-838
641 1
**Spring Break... "Take 2"** Hiring Reps! Sell 15...Take 2 Free. Hottest
Destinations! Free Parties, Eats, Drinks. SunSplash. 1-800-426-7710
www.sunsplash.com
RELIABLE SPRING BREAK TOURS Bahamas, Cancun & Ski Trips! Free
Food & Free Drinks! Sign Up before Nov. 30. Organize a group-travel free. Call for
details and free brochure.
Call 1-888-SPRING-BREAK Today!
FREE CASH GRANTS! College. Scholarships. Business. Medical Bills. Never
Repay. Toll Free 1-800-218-9000 Ext. G-15339
SEIZED CARS from $175. Porsches, Cadillacs, Chevys, BMW's, Corvettes. Also,
Jeeps, 4WD's. Your Area. Toll Free 1 -800-218-9000 Ext.A-15339 for current listings

CHEERS

BOOS

to Malibu Bay Breezes-what's the
name of that drink again.... to p.d.a-ing
at the Vatican....to Brett.... to "Kinny"....
to Larkin's at 8:00.... to strumming on
the guitar.... to mac & cheese with
Reino.... to the success of the Neil Diamond weekend extravaganza.... to great
telephone rates to California... to Santa
coming to visit the Big Pole.... to "Keith
and Rose" and Troy... to having class
cancelled 4 out of the 5 last times.... to
the Victoria Secret fashion show for the
neighbors.... to the 16-mode Christmas
lights that impress DJ's.... to Rick and
his funnel.... to Dejocks-b/c you still
read this paper.... to Rob Giovanni and
his leapord g-string... to gum flying out
of my mouth again!... to the seven of us
finally all getting together and having a
great time... to being "top of the
line"... .to having a house bonding night2 out of 3 ain't bad.... to being your
roommates private investigator.... to
Christmas decorations.... to ordering
out and then eating there....to friends
that win $500 in Atlantic City....to
Billy.... to tin bogs with friends old and
new.... to DSARUMS.... to liking or
liking liking a person.... to Lear, my
bengal tiger.... to cheers for Kooper' s 3points.... to hiding in the shower from
the RA's.... to the freshmen walk-on
who scored 3 points.... to Claudine Happy 21st!...to the last day of classes.,
to the Grape Christmas party... to Liz Happy 21st!... to New Year's parties
being planned already.... to finally getting congratulated in a class by a teacher
that you had for 3 semesters in a row...

to slip n' slide.... to carrying equipment.... to puking in the diner.... to
p.d.a.'s when the lights go out.... to the
dress shirt that is 3 sizes too small.... to
having houses overtaken...to leaving
brownies for the tennis pro.... to the
Bunny(in general).... to Madonna.... to
molesters who pinch butts at the
Vatican.... to wearing a bikini to bed... .to
Las Vegas-looking Christmas decorations in the 12 block.... to missing
housemates - pick here or there... to a
certain friend who is too busy to go out
but wants to go dancing at 2 a.m to
houses that keep calling security by
mistake....to renting a movie and not
watching it.... to roommates that fallfully clothed-into the toilet at the
Grape....to being impailed by an astrology book.... to being kidnapped and
forced to goto the Grape.... to almost
having a heart attack when driving a
friend's foreign car.... to having an incurable case of senioritis already... to
needing self help materials to get
through life.... to being invited over and
then shown the DOOR.... to feeling
guilty about writing mean letters.... to
family medical disasters.... to Peter Pan
bus company-just because....to Kosfka
1 girls who think they are cool-KL &
KM.... to poopoo head Pat and his
cellulite butt.... to the penguin that
pukes.... to the Kosfka 2 resident who
charges $5 for a ride to town... to people
who can't get a hint and leave.... to ten
calls for one thing... to missing deadlines... to being sick two weeks in a
row... to exams and homework...

Happy Holidays
from the Mirror I
The next issue
will be coming out
on Jan. 22. All
Cheers & Boos are
due in the Mirror office by Sunday Jan.
18
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Females outnumber Nursing honor socimales at Fairfield
ety receives awards
//

Theodore Wing
Contributing Writer
Fairfield University may have begun
as a private all-male university, but male
students are now in the minority.
According to the office of Admissions, males make up 47 percent of the
full-time student population, which breaks
down to 1441 male students. Women
represent 55 percent of the student population. Some members of the Fairfield
community, including students, have
questioned whether the university has
taken actions to increase the male population on campus.
"I don't think there are enough guys
in my classes," Maria Maione '99 said.
"In my Spanish class, there is one guy out
of twenty females."
Does the university accept men with
lower SAT scores to balance the sexes on
campus? Is there affirmative action for
men?
"No, we look for the number of criteria needed to attain acceptance in Fairfield
University," Alex Scott, associate director of admissions, said. "When Fairfield
does need more men, we look to are Jesuit
feeder high schools." Academic recruiting as well athletic recruiting has helped
to boost the number of males on campus.
Football, the latest intercollegiate sport
to be introduced to Fairfield, has helped
immensely.
"The effect of the football team has
brought positive side effects in terms of

raising the male population," Kevin
Kiesel, head coach of football, said.
"But, the football team was not brought
in solely to add men to the campus."
Fairfield football, part of division IAA, is non scholarship and the university does not require a specific budget
for the program. The football players
pay and/or receive financial aid to attend the university. This brings in a
constant male population and the university makes money off the football
players tuition.
Yet, even after the introduction of
the football program, women are still
the majority on campus. "Parents feel
more comfortable sending their daughters to a suburban Jesuit institution than
a city school," Scott said.
"Many women come here for the
school of nursing," one admissions
worker said. "If one eliminates those
women the balance of men and women
would be even." Nine percent of the
women enrolled in the university are in
the school of nursing.
According to the Princeton Review,
more women attend college than men.
"I don't see any real problem," one
male sophomore student said. "Most of
us [males] enjoy there being more females than males - more of a variety to
pick from."
Yet, other students do not really notice the female majority on campus. "I
don't think it is a noticeable difference
because the percentages are so close."

O.J. Simpson trial witness to speak at Quick
Center
PR- From O.J. Simpson to the
Scarsdale diet doctor Herman
Tarnower, Connecticut State Police
Forensics Laboratory Director Dr.
Henry Lee has been involved in some
of the country' s history-making crime
cases. On Monday, Dec. 15 at 1:45
p.m., the School of Continuing Education at Fairfield University will give
area audiences a chance to hear Dr.
Lee speak about his adventures when
it presents the program, "Biological
Evidence in Crime Scene Investigation," at the Regina A. Quick Center
for the Arts, part of the Institute for
Retired Professionals Symposium
Series.
The 59-year-old scientist,
who has spent a career studying blood
stains, muddy footprints and gun shot
wounds, said that he typically works
18 hours a day, seven days a week.
"Every day I receive lOto 15
requests, phone calls, and letters from
people desperate to find a lost loved
one. You can't say no to them, it's a

life or death issue," said Dr. Lee.
Currently Dr. Lee serves as
Chief Criminologist and Director of the
Connecticut State Police Forensic Laboratory and professor of the Forensic
Science program at the University of
New Haven.
Born in China, Dr. Lee came
to the United States in 1965 and during
the past two decades has earned a reputation to solve unsolvable crimes. High
profile cases include the William
Kennedy Smith trial, where he testified
for the defense, and the federal raid of
the Branch Davidian compound outside
Waco, Texas.
Dr. Lee serves on numerous
national and international committees
in forensic science, criminal justice, education/training for judges, police attorneys and other members of the community.
The cost of the program is $5.
The program is free for students. For
more information, call the Leadership
Center at 254-4170.

The November inductees into Sigma Theta Tau are: bottom row (1 to r) Cynthia
Adams, Jennifer Haggerty, Amy Miklich, Dalena Fenyes, Aimee McLaughlin Mueller,
Luciana Gay, Kristine Chiapetta, Jessica Titus, and Cheryl Lavvson. Middle row:
Angela Chiodo, Amenda Engemann, Ruth Griffin-Brouette, Deborah Harding,
Cathleen Martinez, Kelly Ann McManus, and Leigh Cowles. Top row: Janice
Garrison, Jennifer Regan, Cheryl Murillo, John Orazietti, Sara Monro, Maria
Parchesky, Jean Fuller ,and Kelly Franco. Kelly Bucci-DiDomenico, Stacey K»-'an,
and Nancy Rose are inductees missing from the picture

Lisa Moriarty
Contributing Writer
The past few months have been
active for Sigma Theta Tau, Fairfield's
nursing honor society, with awards and
new member inductions.
Sigma Theta Tau was begun at
Fairfield in 1989 through the initiative of
former Acting Dean, Dr. Nancy Fasano,
and members of the faculty, alumni and
students. In 1992, Fairfield became a
member of the national society of nursing,
Sigma Theta Tau.
This past week was the bi-annual
convention for Sigma Theta Tau. Student
members and faculty of the School of

Nursing attended to accept awards granted
to the chapter. They received the Mildred
Adams Chapter Heritage Award, the Chapter Key Award and the Membership Involvement award.
The School of Nursing's Dean, Dr.
Theresa Valiga has also been elected to the
position of vice-president of Sigma Theta
Tau International, and Dr. Doris Troth
Lippman was elected to the Research Committee.
In November, Fairfield's chapter
of Sigma Theta Tau inducted new student
and alumni members in a ceremony at the
Quick Center.

Lack of all-night study space
Continued from page 1
umes. "A school like Wesleyan has been
around for so long and has collected both
endowment and sources since its opening," Overfield said. "A twenty-four
hour room is a matter of building plans
and funding."
A proposal for a twenty-four hour
annex to the library is currently being
considered by Fairfield's Board of Trustees.
"The proposal has already passed
through the toughest obstacles," Cipriano
said. "It's going to come down to raising
money for the construction of an annex.
Unfortunately, for now, we just have to
make do."
This is hard for some students to
swallow.
"I don't understand what your supposed to do here," Matt Ronan, a transfer
student from Oswego State University in
New York, said. "Oswego is a state
school. It's library wasn't that much
bigger, but it had a twenty-four hour
annex and it was quiet."
"There are so many nights when I

need a quiet place to go," Ronan continued. "I don't understand how we can pay
so much for tuition and not be given a
quiet place to study."
However, Overfield said that the improvements to the Nyselius library in it's
relatively short existence can easily be
overlooked. Aside from accumulating
thousands of new materials in the past
three years, Nyselius library is open 104
hours per week. The operating hours of
Fairfield's library puts it amongst the
elite in colleges in Connecticut as well as
among Jesuit institutions. Providence,
Seton Hall, Holy Cross, Villanova and
Yale all do not offer as many library
hours as Fairfield.
Although pleased with the improvements Nyselius has made in the past few
years, Overfield realizes that there is still
a great deal of room for improvement.
"If it's possible, I really think it's
time for a twenty-four hour room," she
said.
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Students flock to study at the mez
Amanda Writer
Contributing Writer
A smirk comes to his face when
Paul Geary '98 talks about why he studies
at the "the mez." He leans back in his
chair and starts to give his reasons.
"I go to the mez to study for the
social scene," Geary said. "You can always count on knowing someone else
studying there and that makes it socially
fun."
"The mez" is the common name
for the mezzanine in the Campus Center.
Located upstairs from the snack bar, it has
lots of couches, tables, windows and provided a very comfortable atmosphere for
casual studying.
Many Fairfield students feel that
the mez is the best place to study on
campus because of its couches and large
tables, access to e-mail, the Internet, the
telephone and the nearby snack bar, it is
open late at night, and the social atmosphere.
Geary says that he likes having
the mez as a place to go to between
classes; he lives at the beach and wouldn't
want to drive all the way back home. He
likes to grab a snack and sit down to relax
whenever he has an hour to kill before his
next class.
Lauren Keating '99 also goes to
the mez before classes. "I like to go to the
mez before I have a test," Keating said.
"Because I can always find someone from
my class cramming for the same exam.
We can review things together before the
test."
Jamie Chesbro '00 goes to the
mez because he can't get work done in his

room at night. "My roommate goes to
bed pretty early and I'm more of a latenight studier," he said.
Most students agree that there
are many problems with studying in the
library. "They always have the heat
cranked up to ridiculous temperatures
and you can't talk loud," Geary said.
"The mez is a good place to
meet with groups," said townhouse resident JessicaMoutard '99. "There'splenty
of room to spread out your stuff on the big
tables and it's okay to talk loudly."
Yet, if the mez is such a cool
hangout, how much work can students
really get done?
Geary said that he never goes to
the mez when he has to study something
that requires 100 percent concentration.
Yet, he also said that the mez provides
him with inspiration. "I'm a writing
major and observing students is the best
place to go for creative ideas," Geary
said.
The mez is usually pretty empty
in the early morning; lunch time is when
the students start gathering in herds,
studying, socializing, or napping on the
couches, according to Geary who considers himself to be the "Mez King".
Nighttime can also be crowded when
groups meet to work on projects or individuals are studying.
To many, the mez is almost as
cool as The Grape. "It is the sober social
scene on campus during the week,"
Geary said. "Every student has to study,
and for the ones who study in groups or
like to talk a little at the same time, the
mez is the best place to go."

5TART YOUR WEEKEND
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ON WEDNESDAY!
Wednesday, January 28
4 p.m.
7 p.m.

The Princeton Review is looking for SAT teachers
throughout Westchester, Fairfield, Rockland and
New Haven counties and surrounding areas. We
offer.. .

Wednesday, February 4
Consolation Game
Championship Game

photos: C. Hamel
Jitin Verma '00 (left) takes a break from studying
philosphy in the mez while Kevin Blackwood '00 (right)
studies intently for Dr. Long's philosophy final.
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Holy Cross v. Fairfield University
Villanova v. QUINNIPIAC

Frank Natale '98 prepares for a class presentation in
the mez.

3 p.m.
6 p.m.
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# Cool hours, fun classes, great people.
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Business students and
faculty volunteer in
Harlem
School of Business PR- Dr.
Walter Ryba, acting dean of the School
of Business, received a request from Mr.
Russell Goings for assistance on a project.
Goings, a retired line backer for the Buffalo Bills, and former Wall Street executive, is on the Advisory Board of the
School of Business, and national treasurer of Alpha Sigma Nu. He was the
first Black American to secure a seat on
the New York Stock Exchange.
He spends some of his retirement assisting various inner-city schools
in New York and Connecticut. One such
school, St. Aloy sius is located in Harlem,
NY, and occupies two adjacent buildings. The school has received personal
computer donations of various generations over the past few months. They
needed assistance in making as many of
them operational as possible, and loading common software on some of them.
Dr. Ryba asked for volunteers
with adequate background to be of assis-

tance in the project. Lonnie Maddeux
'00, Darryl Wisneski '99, and Vilsaint
Cambry joined Dr. Huntley and Dr. Tellis
and spent the entire day Nov. 15, 1997
with their sleeves rolled up.
The tasks included loading software on 6 PC's, getting several printers to
work, making a serial mouse work on 12
PC's checking the hardware on numerous other units, and determining whether
some units could be salvaged. In all, the
team worked on about 25 units spread for
at least two more trips,
While the team was at the school,
they met two volunteers who have devoted a year of their lives at that school.
The team agreed that the project gave
them a practical view of the nature of the
personal computer business, and served
to reinforce the service aspect of the
mission of the school. It is one of several
such service projects that is supported by
the School of Business.

Students reach out
for help
Sarah Redman
Contributing Writer
Academic stress, eating disorders, and severe depression are all problems faced by students at Fairfield and
across the country. More and more students are beginning to seek free help from
their college counseling centers.
"There has been a significant
increase in students seeking help. There
has also been an increase in students in
crisis and with acute emotional distress,"
said Dr. Susan Birge, director of Fairfield's
counseling services.
Last year, 11.2% of undergraduate students at Fairfield sought individual
counseling for a wide range of personal
stresses. This is higher than the national
average which is 8%, said Birge. The
number of students referred to outside
help has also gone up.
The counseling staff interprets
this data positively. At Fairfield, a significant number of students were willing
to "get help" when problems interfered
with their functioning personally or academically.
"The students seeking help are
the cream of the crop. They are the
healthy ones," said Birge. "They acknowledge that they have a problem and
are willing to talk about it."
One student who asked to remain unidentified said, "The counselors
are very nice and so helpful. I called for
help for a friend," she said. "They were so
understanding and did everything they
could to make her comfortable enough to
open up and talk about her problem."
"When I went up to the counseling center with my friend, I saw how
much it helped her to talk to someone that
was removed from the problem," she continued. "It was good to get outside help
from friends and family."
"Last year 62 percent of students seeking counseling were mostly
freshmen and sophomore females," said

Birge. "Typically females are more comfortable seeking emotional support. However, this year there are a broad range of
students seeking help."
The counseling center is working to make help accessible, yet private
and comfortable for students. Last year,
Counseling Services responded to 19 student crises, students who were in acute
emotional distress. This year there have
already been 17 crises. There is also a
Careline so students can call and seek
help before problems escalate into a crisis.
Ten to 15 years ago, the primary
issues students brought to college counselors involved relationship problems or
homesickness. Today, counselors typically deal with cases of childhood sexual
abuse and eating disorders, in addition to
sever mental problems, depression and
anxiety, according to Campus Health
magazine. To complicate the matter, the
18 to 24 age group is most vulnerable to
mental illness.
"At risk" students at Fairfield
are referred to Dr. Robert Daly, chief of
Psychiatry at Bridgeport Hospital. He
evaluates Fairfield students on a monthly
basis and is able to diagnose mental illnesses and prescribe medications like
Prozac.
Most often students seek counselors by word of mouth from other students. Resident assistant's also refer many
of their residents to the counseling services. "A large group on campus are not
aware of our services," said Birge.
Because the counseling center
is located in Dolan, many students find it
too out of the way. The counseling center
is not currently listed on Fairfield's web
page as a part of the student services
available to students.
"We are located on the far end of
campus. Many students just don't know
where we are," said Birge. "Ideally we
would have a bigger, more convenient
location."
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Eight new lectors
commisioned at Egan
Chapel

photo: Campus Ministry
Pictured in the first row, left to right, are: Carolyn Rusiackas, Assistant
University Chaplain, Taryn Hamlin '00, Nicole Pilek '00, Jane Nolan '00 and Eric
Stilp '01. In the second row are: Christine Lograno '98, co-leader of Lectors, Kerry
Doyle '01, Michael Tortora '01 and Dan Jennings '00. Jamie Dunbar '99, co-leader
of Lectors is in the third row. Missing from the photo is Annabelle Moseley '01.
Campus Ministry PR- On
Sunday, Nov. 21 at the 7 p.m. Mass,
eight new lectors were commissioned at
the Egan Chapel of St. Ignatius Loyola.
The commissioning was the culmination of a five week training program,
which concluded with an overnight retreat in Ivoryton with the rest of the
lector community. The retreat was lead
by student lectors Aileen Ryder '99,
Katy Farrell '99. Mary Conk '99 and
Adam Meyerhoff '98. Following the
commissioning, a reception was held in
the Arrupe Campus Ministry Center,

attended by families and friends of the
new lectors.
Assisted by co-leaders Christine
Lograno '98 and Jamie Dunbar '99, mentor coordinator Tara Hoffman '99 and
mentors Nichole Framularo '98, Adam
Meyerhoff '98, Matt Pitucco '98, Katy
Farrell '99, Katie Heather '99, Amy
Morilla '99, Aileen Ryder '99 and Lary
Dunn '00.
For more information about becoming
a lector, please call Carolyn Rusiackas at
ext. 2901 in Campus Ministry.

Stressing out about...

+
finals

term papers
relationship problems
going home for the holidays
leaving your Fairfield friends
where to go for your spring break
senior year and upcoming graduation

Why not talk about it?
call

COUNSELING SERVICES
Dolan Hall
254-4000 ext.2146
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Signs of Life...
A March Towards Change
Dan Vaccaro
Contributing Writer
It is in times of great
need that people come together.
On the evening of Nov. 13,1997,
I embarked upon a journey with
ten people I had never met before. Their origins spanned great
distances across the United
States: Connecticut, New York,
California, Missouri, Washington D.C., and Massachusetts. Yet
on that evening, we came together
because we all shared a common
need or desire — the desire to
shut down the School of the
Americas.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
said, "Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere." The
School of the Americas is the
epitome of injustice. It is a military training base located on Fort
Benning, near Columbus, Georgia. In 1984, the school was relocated from Panama to Fort
Benning. The school trains anywhere from 900 to 2000 Latin
American soldiers a year. It is
funded by the United States, costing $20 million annually.
Since its birth, the
United States has trained over
60,000 Latin American soldiers.
It's most well known graduate is
Manuel Noriega, the Panamanian
dictator serving a forty year prison
sentence for drug trafficking.
Supporters of the school claim
that it aids in the spread of democratic principles in Latin America.
Nearly 2000 people
gathered at the entrance to Fort
Benning during the four day vigil
from Nov. 13-16. They were not
there to praise the School of the
Americas. They gathered to protest. For years, this "hush, hush"

governmental operation received no attention as it quietly went about its business.
But rumors slowly began to
seep forth from behind closed
doors about the serious violations of human rights instituted in the school. In September 1996, all the speculation was confirmed. Under
public pressure, the Pentagon

seven
Spani s h
traini n g
44
marua 1 s
used
at the
school
until
1991.
These
menials,
used
t o
train
———^^—^
Latin
Amaican soldiers, advocated interrogation techniques like torture, execution, blackmail,
truth serum, and arresting relatives of those in question. This
is only the beginning of a long
list of human rights violations
being taught at the school.
November 16, the
fourth day of the vigil, marked
the eight year anniversary of
the brutal massacre of six Jesuit priests and two of their
female co-workers. Of the 26
soldiers responsible for this
act, 19 were graduates of the

school. School of the America
graduates were also responsible
for the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero in El Salvador. The Bishop was killed on
the altar while saying mass, the
day after his speech, "I command
you in the name of God, put down
your weapons," was broadcast
on the radio. He was urging the
soldiers to stop killing innocent

once again.
After 1000 miles and
20 hours of driving with ten
unfamiliar faces, I became part
of a new dream. When I arrived on the scene I was apprehensive. I had never been
to an organized protest. I certainly had never" even considered getting arrested. I was
amazed by the enormous
amount of
^^-^-^^^—
people
who
gathered,
and
I
was
touched
by their
friendlin e s s ,
generosity, and
compassion. For
three
days, I
took
part in
^^^^^^^^—
the demonstrations: carrying signs,
listening to speeches, singing
songs, and praying. There
were scheduled meetings for
those attending to partake in
civil disobedience. I attended,
still unsure of myself.
The final day, Sunday, arrived too quickly. For
one final "hurrah" we gathered in the Georgia sunshine
at the gates of the fort. The
people came in droves, representing all fifty states and all
age groups. It seemed that no
distance was too great, as they
came in a time of great need.

Martin Luther King, Jr. said,
Injustice anywhere is a threat
to justice everywhere." The
School of the Americas is the
epitome of injustice.

people.
These atrocities have
sparked people to dedicate their
lives to shutting down the School
of the Americas. Many of these
people have gone to jail on numerous occasions for participating in non-violent protests and
acts of civil disobedience. Last
September, there was a light of
hope for these people when a bill
was brought to the House of Representatives to cut the funds of
the School of the Americas. The
bill was narrowly defeated by a
vote of 217 to 210, and these
people saw their dreams crushed

They came to "give a voice
to the voiceless," to speak for those
thousands of people who died in Latin
America, and to urge the United States
government, in the name of God, to
shut down the school.
Soon the time had come.
More than 600 people joined in a
solemn funeral procession. They carried caskets on their shoulders, in
which there were signed petitions to
close the school. Each person in the
procession carried a cross, inscribed
with the name of one person who died
in Latin America. This procession
crossed the line onto Fort Benning
and in doing so, willingly committed
an act of civil disobedience.
As they marched, two by
two, priests and nuns, grandmothers
and grandfathers, husbands and wives,
mothers and fathers, and sisters and
brothers, a tear came to my eye. I
realized that in the fight for justice,
there are no barriers or prejudices —
just love. As they walked, a woman
with a beautiful singing voice cried
out the names of those on the crosses,
to which the crowd responded,
"Presente." I truly believe that on that
day their spirits were present. I simply
watched, as they marched towards the
School of the Americas, towards
change. Through them, through their
desire, the struggle forjustice marches
on.
On behalf of all my traveling
companions, I would like to thank the
people at Fairfield University who
made this trip possible. That weekend
was truly one of the greatest experiences of my life. When I left for
Georgia, I had papers and tests on my
mind. In fact, I questioned whether or
not I should go. I returned home satisfied, with no regrets, except one: the
fact that I did not cross the line myself.

<
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Christmas Survival Tips 101
Peter Fox
Contributing Writer
This time of year can be very
special for many people in this world.
However, it is crucial to know how to
avoid making your holiday vacation a
disaster. There are a few simple tricks we
have learned over the years to survive this
time of year. Where is this wealth of
knowledge located you ask? In your local
video store. What could be a better way to
take a lesson in surviving Christmas than
watching a movie that has survived the
tests of time.
Lesson One: How to deal with
annoying family members, expected or
not! Professor: Clark Griswald. Movie:
"National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation". Clark has dealt with his wife's
brother Eddie and his crazy family crashing at his peaceful dwelling more often
than the Griswald children have been
represented by different actors. How
does he do it? Well, as we have seen in

almost every "Vacation" movie, from
Europe to Vegas to Wally World,
Clark has flipped out and almost killed
someone. This may not necessarily
be the most successful strategy for
you this Christmas, but this movie
can guarantee someTaughs and melt
the winter chill quicker than a whiskey sour. Key Quote after receiving
or giving the worst gift ever... the
jelly of the month club membership..." That's the gift that keeps on
giving the whole year, Clark."
Lesson Two: How to survive being by your self over the holidays. Professor: Kevin McCallaster.
Movie: "Home Alone", "Home Alone
2". Kevin, the only 8 year old that
shaves and creates his own home
security systems, realized after he
was attacked by two clumsy and idiotic burglars, that Christmas is the
time of year to spend with your family regardless of what occurrences
unfolded in the past day, week, month,

or year. So get on the phone, that plane home,
or in your car and spend some time with the
ones you love, no matter how bad you want to
kill them throughout the year. Key Quote to
utilize when trying to explain your holiday
shopping frustration to your family,
"AAAAAAAGGGGGHHHHHHHH!"
Lesson Three: How to get the gift you
really want this Christmas. Professor: Ralphie
Parker. Movie: "A Christmas Story". Ralphie
utilizes the most famous trick in the book to get
his Red Rider BB Gun...REPnTTION. He tells
everyone and their brother to get him the gift
that will make him "shoot his eye out." But that
doesn't stop him and guess what, it worked. He
did almost shoot his eye out regardlessly, but
that is beside the point. Key quote to impress
your family at Christmas dinner and get the
pesky brother to eat his vegetables, "Randy,
show me how the piggies eat."
Lesson Four: How to get in the Christmas spirit. Cluster Class Professors: Ebenezer
Scrooge, the Grinch, and Jack O' Lantern. Movies: "A Christmas Carol", "How The Grinch
Stole Christmas" and a "A Nightmare Before

Christmas". These three gentlemen each
had a strange transformation usually either on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning. I think that this was all attributed to
the completion of their last minute Christmas shopping, finishing work, or drinking
too much egg nog. To get in the spirit of
Christmas there is a need to step away
from the responsibilities, complaints, and
the stress of every day life. Everyone needs
to recognize the good in the hand that life
deals you and try to make the best of it.
Key Quote to use if you can't find that
perfect gift for your special someone, if
you get stuck in holiday shopping traffic,
or if you accidentally ate some poisonous
mistletoe, "BAH HUMBUG!"
Your graduation from these
classes will put you in prime condition for
surviving the holidays with the family,
especially if you remembered how difficult it is to live at home during the Thanksgiving Break. So good luck students and
Happy Holidays!

Holiday shopping at your fingertips
Jessica Vaughan
Staff Writer
Between the stress of exams and
classes, coupled with all of the holiday
parties in the next few weeks, shopping for
the holidays might not be so easy. Now,
there is a new alternative to trying to
survive the holiday mall anarchy — simply sit at your computer. On-line shopping
is a fast and convenient alternative to the
crowded malls. You can do your holiday
shopping from home, during hours convenient for you.
On-line shopping can provide you
with access to the same stores in any local
mall, and for about the same prices. Online shopping also fits anyone's schedule
with a 24 hour a day, seven days a week
service.

Stacey Kaplan, a senior and
frequent Internet shopper, said, "I'm
so busy between work, classes, nursing clinical and the equestrian team
that I don't have the time or the
patience to go to the crowded malls.
Shopping on the internet is so easy."
On-line shopping is also
safe. Through certified merchants,
most on-line services guarantee safe
shopping. America On-line (AOL)
is committed to shopping service
that is safe and secure. AOL claims
that "in the event of credit card fraud,
AOL guarantees protection against
any liability reported promptly to
your credit card provider."
The shopping sites on most
on-line services is like a mall at your
fingertips. There is everything from

clothing and beauty products to computer hardware and software available for purchase.
"I love to go on-line and look at all the
fashions," Ann Marie Spota '98 said. "I can go
to the Gap or J. Crew without leaving my
room."
With so many web sites to shop from
it is possible to do all of your holiday shopping
without ever leaving your computer.
"It seems like a good idea, but I am a
little skeptical to type my credit card information into the computer," Sonia Fraga' 98 said. "I
think I would rather deal with the malls than
have some one have a field day with my credit
card."
The on-line servers do take many security precautions to protect the consumers.
With a service guarantee and a 100 percent
money back guarantee, the chances of an online shopper being swindled are slim.

Kristen Mazziotta '98 said, "At
first I was apprehensive about using the
internet for my shopping needs, but after
investigating all the security precautions
my on-line server provides, I gave it a shot
— it really is easy."
On-line shopping sites also offer
great gift ideas and holiday bargains. There
are a wide variety of gift suggestions for
the "hard to shop for" family member or
friend. The shopping site also gives some
greatholiday bargains fortheholiday shopper on a tight budget.
There are so many stores that
you can buy all you holiday gifts in the
convenience of your own home during the
hours you see fit. This holiday season
consider avoiding all the mall chaos and
headaches, and try shopping on-line!
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What a HAM!!
Karen Affinito
Contributing Editor

Brigette Cirrincione, a Long Island native, was unaware of her love for
television production until her sophomore
year at Fairfield. After getting involved
on a HAM channel game show, she began
to enroll in film and television classes. At
that point, she knew that she wanted to
make television production her career.
For the past two summers,
Brigette has taken on internships that she
hopes will benefit her in the future. In the
summer of 1996, Brigette worked at New
York City' s NBC studios during the Olympics as a video tape librarian. This past
summer, she interned with the production
coordinator on an independent film
"Netherland" as an assistant reporter.
However, being a full-time student and executive producer of the station
is not an easy task. "It's hard," she said.
"It's a really long day. I have class like
everyone else during the day and then I
come here (to the station) until very late at
night mostly every day. I like to sleep a lot
and I just don't get to."
Indeed, Brigette has responsibilities that the majority of other students
may nothave. She is responsible forevery
aspect of all seven shows on the HAM
channel. She has to make sure that each
show gets off and running. Brigette does
everything from script writing and camera work to technical directing and editing. It takes time and patience and at many
times a good sense of humor in order to
get the job done. Luckily, Brigette possesses all of the above. She is at the studio
almost every day of the week which takes
up the majority of her free time. She is
always joking and tries to make sure that
everyone is having a good time.
She attributes the success of the
HAM channel to the film and television
classes offered such as Introduction to
Screenwriting and Television Production
I and II. An important part of the program

is also the state of the art equipment and
interested students.
"Bigger schools have bigger reputations, but their students will not come out
with the same field experience that we get,'
she said. She also feels that Fairfield's
program will prepare the students for ca
reers in the television production field as
long as one takes advantage of what is
offered. If a student is interested in the
HAM channel they should register for the
production classes as soon as possible or
stop at the studio in the basement of Xavier
Hall and become a club member.
"Without a doubt, students need to
get involved. If you don't do anything in
college, then you have nothing to show for
it. Everyone goes to classes," she said.
Many aspects of being an executive producer have been helpful to Brigette,
but she feels that the greatest was the expansion of her people skills
"If students are not having fun
doing it than they won't do it. You need to
have fun teaching them, and I do. In every
field, not just television, you have to work
with people. The sooner you learn to do that,
the better," she said.
Although things run smoothly at
the station most of the time, there are occ;
sional problems. "I have a lot of expectations and when things don't go right, I get
very frustrated," she said.
Brigette has taken on the responsi
bility of executive producer for the entire
academic year. It is merely an extra curricular activity for which Brigette receives no
credit and only a small weekly salary.
Brigette's future goals after gradu
ation are to work for a television station and
produce a series of profiles on interesting
people. However she is slightly worried
about obtaining a job in this field. "It is a
field with a lot of competition and I still
have a lot to learn," she said. Aside from
that, she feels that Fairfield has taught her a
great deal about managing time and being
her own person. "I learned a lot and grew up
a lot here," she said. "It's nice here, but its
not reality. Things are too good to be true."
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Alpha Sigma
"New"
Kristen Sullivan
A & E Editor
25 Fairfield seniors were inducted into Alpha Sigma Nu, the National Jesuit honor society earlier this
semester.
The students were selected for
acceptance into the distinguished honor
society for their class rank, which is in
the top 15 % of their class, as well as their
commitment to helping others through
service and extracurricular activities.
Students elected into Alpha Sigma Nu
must demonstrate the ideals of loyalty,
service and scholarship.
Members of Alpha Sigma Nu
have participated in volunteer activities
at Prospect House and at the SullivanMcGiveny Center. They are currently
sponsoring a clothing drive and selling
Christmas cards.
Father Charles Allen, S.J., Executive Assistant to the President, is the

faculty advisor to the honor society, while
Patricia M. Danko serves as chapter coordinator.
Two honorary members were
also inducted into Alpha Sigma Nu. Dr.
Nancy Haegel of the physics department,
who was voted Teacher of the year, and
Fr. Richard Stanley, S.J.
The following students were inducted into Alpha Sigma Nu for 19971998:
Stephanie Baldino; Didier Boucard;
Jason Boyea; Christopher Castro; Danielle
Curiale; Courtney Denkovich; Jessica
Dionne, Vice-President; Michele Fox;
Danielle Gillis; Christopher Grindle; Robert Harrison, President; William
Hulseman, Secretary; Dustin Lipson; Ian
LiU; Meghan McCusker; Jennifer Meditz;
Scott Middlemiss; Michael Nagy; Erin
Provencher; Christopher Reynolds;
Michael Rizzo; Laura Taylor; Richard
Thomson, Treasurer; Natalie Van Eron;
and Bethany Walcott.

A virus like no other
Anne Bollinger
Contributing Writer
I never thought it would happen,
but I caught this virus and, well, I guess
you could say I've "gotten around." Now
it has spread and infected many people in
my life. I never meant to infect them. I
thought I was being safe, using precautions, but every few days I'd find out
another person caught my virus, and all
fingers pointed to me! I felt so awful, I'd
lie awake at night wondering how this
could have happened.
It all started so innocently. It was
just a couple of college kids doing a group
project together and things got a little out
of control. We started off just talking, we
grew a little closer, and then one thing led
to another and before I knew it my whole
life was turned around. I didn' t even know
where I'd gotten it from. I'd been spending a lot of time in this place, especially
this semester. I guess I could have caught
it there. A lot of people go there, and it is
always crowded, but sometimes you just
have to go when things are hectic and you
feel out of control. The whole thing is very

impersonal, people left and right just sticking them in, and the next thing they knew
they were infected! Their whole lives are
now changed!
There is a place on campus where
a girl in my situation could have gone for
help, but I always had an excuse. It was too
much of a bother, or I was too busy, but
when it all came down to it, I just felt kind

of dumb. But there was this guy in my
group who said he could get me help. He
had a friend who helped him out in a
similar situation. I figured I had nothing
to lose but my pride, so I went. It only
took a few minutes, and the guy was
really cool about the whole thing.
His cure was only temporary,
but leaving my friend's house, I felt a

little better about my situation. But what
about all of those innocent people I infected? There was my own roommate, and
my roommate's partners, and their houses
— all infected from me, the host. I kept
thinking how horrible the whole thing
was, how I'd told people they could trust
me, and how I didn't think I could give it
to them. Their whole college career was
ruined with one meaningless interaction.
My mother's generation never
had to worry about this. They never had to
lie awake at night with intense guilt and
anguish, thinking about this horrible virus, and how it would rear it's ugly head.
I wondered what symptoms I had, and
how fast they would develop.
Fortunately, my virus was not
fatal. Over Thanksgiving break, my
brother, a computer expert, gave me the
software necessary to rid my laptop and all
of my disks of that ugly virus. So be
careful when you are in that computer lab.
You stick your disk in for a few seconds,
and your whole life is changed! Sorry to
all the people I infected!

\
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Christine Hamei
Editor-in-Chief
When students think of
the people associated with the
Mirror, the names on the masthead or the staff writers come to
mind. However, one important
name does not appear anywhere
throughout the paper, our advisor, Professor Andi Rierden.
This entire page is a tribute to her
since she will not be our advisor
next semester.
Being the advisor of the
Mirror is not easy, it is quite
time consuming and a lot of work.
One of the hardships of being the
Mz'rror advisor is the task of separating the Mirror and Fairfield
University.
The first time that I met
Professor Rierden I was a freshman who had just become the
assistant news editor. I was told
by the news editor then, Caitlin
Whelan, that it would be a great
learning experience if I would
sit in on Independent Writing
Project for a critique of the issue.
At 2 p.m. on Friday, I sat in

Canisius 5 for two hours with
the other editors and soon
learned that there was really
someone on this campus who
read the paper cover to cover.
For two hours, I heard about
every typo, style, and grammar problem in the entire paper and what was going to be
in the following issue.
What I learned most
that day was that the editors
interacted with each other and
Professor Rierden almost like
a family. There was guidance
and assistance in not only making the entire Mirror better.
Still today, nothng has
changed. This devotion continued through our last class
meeting this past Friday.
On behalf of the entire staff, I would like to thank
Professor Rierden for all of
her assistance and guidance.
She has been there for us at
any time. Over the summer, I
had called Professor Rierden
while she was on vacation in
Canada. Within a few minutes, she easily helped me to
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Professor Andi Rierden.

think of ways to overcome our
Mirror problems. I don't know of
that many people who would be
willing to give time to students
while they were away on vacation.

photo: PR

As a team, the Mirror
staff will make sure that the paper still maintains the high standards that Professor Rierden has
set for us. We wish to extend our
gratitude for her faith in all of us!

Former editors say thank you...
Kevin Ridolfi '95
Arts and Entertainment
Editor Emeritus

«*

£

Two and a half years
removed from the claustrophobic closet we called the Mirror
office, I can safely say that my
experiences as an editor were
some of the most rewarding of
my time spent at Fairfield. As a
matter of fact, being an editor
influenced my eventual career
decision. It may seem obvious
and be expected that someone
writing for the Mirror would
have high hopes of eventually
being the next decorated Pulitzer
Prize winner, held in such high
regard by the journalism community that mere mention of
this person's name would cause
great rounds of applause and
murmurs of appreciation (perhaps even the wave in less strict
writing environments).
My two years as editor of the Campus Life and Arts
and Entertainment sections under the advisement of Andi
Rierden gave me more reasonable aspirations and expectations. Editing the work of others and placing stories and
graphics on blank pages the goal
of creating an eye-catching layouts made me see the written
word differently. Now, rather
than working in the trenches as
a news reporter, I work as a
graphic designer arranging out
the words and images of others
hopefully cultivating some extra interest in those words.
Andi Rierden became
the Mirror advisor the same
year I first became an editor.
She possessed an appreciation
of the written word and of how
to effectively appeal to the

Fairfield University audience
who would be reading it.
Through the 1992 Mirror independent study class (which in
the 1995 senior edition I referred to as the 1993 best class
on campus) she taught the most
important part of the editing
and writing process: application. Classroom theory is a fine
way to learn many things, but
the best way to learn the newspaper business is to work for a
newspaper, however small.
To put the advisor job
in perspective, Andi Rierden
had to care, at sometimes ungodly hours, about a non-profit
newspaper which often times
met with criticism by student
body and faculty alike. She
had to find the gray area between the passions and enthusiasm of a student staff and
steering them away from zealous projects such as a certain
A&E editor' 1992's battle with
the Sam Goody over a fabricated April Fool 1992's album.
Andi Rierden has done
a good job in all these regards
and the Mirror reflects that dedication. Hopefully her future
endeavors are as successful.

Rob Gallo '95
Assistant Arts and Entertainment Editor Emeritus
What I remember
best about Andi is based upon
the few occasions in which I
had the opportunity to attend
the weekly Mirror class. She
always made sure to offer a
few words of encouragement
and advice to each person there
in hope of improving the qual-

ity and number of articles. I
think she was important because
she kept us in good spirits and
always had article advice for
those of us who figured we had
explored every idea. The memories I have of working on the
Mirror are fond ones; I made
several important friendships
which I still carry to this day,
and Monday nights at the Mirror office were always a good
time as we scrambled to piece
together another is sue. The Mirror has served me well, and I
credit my experience on it with
my development as a writer and
my success at UConn Law
School where I now serve as an
Articles Editor on the Connecticut Law Review. I wish Andi
well in her future endeavors, and
hope that the Mirror will continue to have an advisor as wise
dedicated as her.

James Iannone '95
Co-Commentary Editor
Emeritus
I heard the other day
that Professor Andi Reardon was
no longer going to be the advisor
of the Mirror. I was saddened by
this development. The Mirror, I
am sure, will stil trudge on faithfully, proving students something
to gripe about Thursday afternoons at Sodexho (or whatever it
is currently called). However, it
will no longer have the assistance and faithful dedication of
Professor Rierden, who strove
each week to give the Fairfield
community a student newspaper
that was frank and unflinching in
its commitment to accuracy and

excellence.
,
Most students surely
never realized that Professor
Rierden reviewed each issue
before and after it was published. Every Friday, she would
sit down and review each article with the editors and staff
writers for hours. She would
also listen to our suggestions
for the following week's issue
and brainstorm with us when
our creative juices seemed dry.
She challenged us to be better
journalists; she insisted that we
be as accurate as possible in our
articles and encouraged us never
to back away from controversial positions. Most of all, she
helped us improve as writers
while encouraging us to develop
our own style and keep our own
voice. And, for the most part,
she toiled in anominity, never
getting the credit and thanks
she deserved from the Fairfield
community and sadly the very
students she assisted in making
the Fairfield Mirror "newsworthy".
When I look back on
the wornderful years I spent at
Fairfield, I fondly remember the
time I spent writing for the Mirror. I stil have every issue from
my years at Fairfield and actually reread 'our" (the claass of
1995) last issue when I was
home for Thanksgiving. I look
back at our efforts proudly and
I know that I (as well as every
other writer for the Mirror) owe
Professor Rierden a huge debt
of gratitude.
Professor Rierden,
thank you again. I wish you the
best of luck in your future endeavors.
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From the Editor's
Desk...
Welcome to crunch time! This is the time
in the semester when students become overstressed with schoolwork, studying for exams,
and preparing for the upcoming holiday season. If anyone feels that they need someone to
listen to them, contact the Counseling Services
at ext.2146.
This week's issue is dedicated to our
advisor, Professor Andi Rierden. She has been
a sense of strength and reason for the staff. We
wish Professor Rierden all the best in her future endeavors. She will be sorely missed by the
current staff and all previous staffs that she has
worked with in the past.
On behalf of the Mirror staff, I wish
everyone a happy and safe holiday season.
Good luck on your exams! See you next year!
The next issue of the Mirror will be Jan. 22,
1998!
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Dignity for custodial workers
To the University Community:
A group of students,
alumni, and faculty would like
to bring a concern to your attention.
In the summer of 1993,
our custodial workers were
"outsourced." That is, the custodial workers were no longer
employed directly by the university. Instead, we put out a
public request for an outside
company to bring custodial
workers in and clean for us.
As a result of this
outsourcing, we presently have
fewer people, who work more,
receive less pay (just above poverty level wages), and are receiving few or no benefits.
On one level the purpose of the outsourcing makes
sense: it saves the university
money. And if this were just
ANY University, maybe we
would not see this type of injustice as an issue.
But Fairfield claims to
be a special university. We declare in our mission statement

that we "have a further obligation to the wider community,"
and that the University is "educating its students to be socially
aware and morally responsible
persons."
Even more, when we
advertise ourselves as a private,
Jesuit, Catholic school, we claim
a tradition of social responsibility that, among otherthings, commands us to give workers a living wage, to care for their person, and not to treat them or their
work as commodities.
We ask, Why worry
about justice in the "wider community" when our workers suffer injustice right here at home?
Why teach about morality when
there is no "truth in advertising"
in our mission statement?
Why pay so much
money for a "private Jesuit,
Catholic" education, when in
practice we are jeopardizing
Catholic and Jesuit teaching?
Our group of students,
alumni, and faculty have become
increasingly concerned about the
custodial workers here. We have

been meeting and researching
the situation continuously and
are beginning to bring our concerns to the University administration.
We are saying that we
are concerned about money, but
even more concerned about our
morality.
We are also saying that
we are concerned with finances,
but do not want finance to be the
undermining of the University' s
Jesuit and Catholic identity. We
appreciate bargains, but not at
the expense of the welfare of
human beings.
We want justice, and
even more, dignity, for the custodial workers here at Fairfield
University. We hope that the
administration is willing to work
with us to achieve these goals.
And we hope you are
too. Please remember the
outsourced custodial workers
here at Fairfield during your winter break.
Concerned Members of the
University
Community
(CUCM)
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Publication Policy
The Mirror welcomes the opinions and contributions of its readers. Letters to the Editor, announcements and independent articles may be submitted to
Box AA or to the Mirror Office on the ground floor of
Gonzaga Hall.
1) Letters must be relevant and timely. 2) Letters
must also be typewritten with a 20-65 margin, double
spaced. Letters should be no longer than 750 words or
3 pages. 3) Letters must be received by 6:00 PM Sunday
for publication the following Thursday. 4) Letters to
the Editor must be signed. Only with the expressed
permission of the Mirror Editorial Board will unsigned letters be published. 5) Letters which contain
personal arguments or replies should be conducted on
a face to face basis so that room can be reserved for
more general topics. 6) Letters must be free of personal
attacks, inaccurate factual material, and libel, and should
also be free of grammatical and spelling errors. 7) All
announcements and other submissions must be typewritten and received by 6:00 PM on the Sunday
prior to publication. Prior notification by phone or
mail is advised. 8) Once received all submissions
become property of the Fairfield Mirror. Under no
circumstances does the Mirror guarantee publication of unsolicited submissions, and reserves the
right to edit such. The Editorial Board shall determine which articles will appear. The Board's decision is final.
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No room in the inn
Joseph Marcello
Co-Commentary Editor

Approaching, as we are, the
end of one millennium and the dawn of
another, it seems fitting to reflect upon
the event against which all of human
history has since been measured: the
birth of Christ in Bethlehem.
Christmas, after all, is nothing
less than the observance of the moment in which the second Person of the
Trinity emptied Himself of the glory of
Heaven and became our brother.
As we read in the Gospel of St.
Luke, there was no room in the local inn
for the birth of the Savior of the world.
Just as there was no room for Him back
then, He is today largely rejected by the
popular culture that instead enshrines
the trendy decadence with which it
proudly identifies.

"And she broughtforth her firstborn Son and
wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid
Him in a manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn." (St. Luke 2:7)
It is up to us, then, to realize that
amidst the lights, presents, carols, and

festivities (which are nonetheless an
important part of the celebration), one

thing over which we too often pass is that
the wood of the Christmas manger scene is
also the wood of the Cross.
But just as the manger is overshadowed by the Cross, so too is the Cross
overshadowed by the triumphant glory of
the Resurrection. Bethlehem leads to Jerusalem. The joy of Christmas leads to the joy
of Easter.
At a time of the year when the
profundity of the event we celebrate is sometimes obscured, perhaps a fitting close to
this brief reflection on the birth of Christ are
the exquisite words of St. Thomas Aquinas,
recorded in his Exposition of the Apostle's
Creed, from the Summa Theologiae:
"...there is no greater proof of
God's love than that God the Creator became a creature, that our Lord became our
brother, and that the Son of God became the
Son of Man: God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son (Jn 3:16). The
very thought of this should kindle and inflame our hearts with the love of God."
Christus natus est! Alleluia!

A Job Well Dunn
John O'Dea
Staff Writer
In the past few weeks, two
events have shown two opposite ends of
the spectrum in the conduct of professional athletes. One man disgraced an
entire league with his actions, while another man provided hope to some people
who desperately needed it.
In the NBA, Golden State Warriors all-star forward Latrell Sprewell
assaulted his coach during practice.
Sprewell attacked coach P.J. Carlesimo
twice. He choked the coach, was ejected
from practice, and then returned to continue his assault.
He was subsequently fired from
the team and suspended by the league for
one full year, the longest non-drug suspension issued in league history.
This act was in direct contrast
to the actions of a sports star in another
league. NFL rookie running back
Warrick Dunn placed the down payments on and furnished separate houses
for four single working mothers and their
families in Tallahassee.
Dunn, who played college football in Tallahassee at Florida State University and now plays for the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers, wanted to give something
back to the community.
Dunn grew up in a single-parent household. His mother was a police
officer who worked hard to support her
children. She was killed in the line of
duty when Dunn was younger. He understands what hardships a person has to
face in the real world.
He did something for people
without wanting anything in return. He
did not call a press conference or hand
anyone an oversized check to assure himself of agreat photo opportunity. In fact,

if word of mouth hadn't gotten around, it
is quite possible that the public never
would have known.
Latrell Sprewell, on the other
hand, is the subject of every sports talk
show. What he did is unthinkable in the
sports world. He attacked his coach, left,
and came back for seconds.
This is reprehensible behavior.
It is not allowed in the real world, not to
mention the sports world. This, however, seems to be the problem. Many
sports stars can no longer distinguish the
real world from the sports world.
More and more stars are having
run-ins with the law on and off the playing field. It spans from Roberto Alomar's
spitting on an umpire to Allen Iverson's
arrest for drug possession.
These are talented people who
are so caught up in themselves that they
seem to think they are above the law.
This is simply not the case.
Who is to blame for this? The
sports world is a strange place, one where
one's accountability is a reflection of
one's talent. When you are a blue chip
athlete, people such as agents and coaches
try to cover for your mistakes.
If a talented basketball player
never has to take responsibility for what
he does, he will never know when he is
doing something wrong.
This is exactly what happened
to Latrell Sprewell. Only this time, there
was no one to protect him. He was fired
from his contract, which was to pay him
$24 million over the next three years. He
is banned until December 3, 1998.
Even after that, there is no guarantee anyone will risk signing him. But
most of us know there will be a team in
need of a talented forward. Then, the
menace to coaches known as Latrell
Sprewell will just be a "misunderstood"

man in need of another chance.
Warrick Dunn is a man who
knows the real world. He does not live
in a fantasy land where your agent will
cover for you. He grew up in the real
world and has not shut it out. He is a
rookie who does not make the big bucks
by today' s standards. But that did not
matter. He saw people in need and
helped them. He is a real man.
Dunn is a man to admire, and
Sprewell is not. Kids like to do what
their favorite stars do. It is a sad fact
that there are more Sprewell's in the
world than Dunns. Celebrities have an
obligation to those of us stuck in the
real world to act in a civilized manner.
If children look up to you, you
must do what is right. Beating someone up because you don't like them

does not convey a very good message to the
nation's youth.
Warrick Dunn is a man to admire
whether you like sports or not. That is the
key. He did something that everyone can
look up to. Ifyou never play sports, you can
still emulate the man.
He had an obligation to no one but
himself, but that didn't matter. In this
selfish day and age, he was selfless. We
need more people like him, not just in the
sports world, but in the real world as well.
If Sprewell signs a huge contract in a year
and plays exceptionally for fifteen years, it
would mean nothing.
If Dunn never played another
game, he would be able to walk with his
head held high. He is a true hero.
And we need more of them.

Holiday Felicitations from
the Commentary Staff!
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What's going on at the beach?
Paul Alexander
Staff Writer
I want to remind everyone of how things were when they
were underclassmen. While living
in the dorms, you had to talk to
your friends at the beach and find
out what was going on each weekend. Then you had to pile into a
cab or into the car of your unluckiest friend and go down to the beach.
Beach parties always had
more upperclassmen than parties
on campus. Because of the absence of campus security's constraints they were always more
exciting. Not once prior to this
year, however, do I remember
beach residents clearing large
amounts of people out of their
houses unless the police were at
the door.
Things have changed
now. People who live at beach
houses are scared of the police and
scared of having all their precious
keg beer consumed by underclassmen who don't even know anyone
who lives at the house. Hasn't
everyone who attends parties on a

regular basis at Fairfield Univer- the second you untap the keg, but if
The fear of getting an $88
sity been to a party where they you wait a while they will go else- ticket is not the only reason that
didn't know anyone who lived at where. This technique is much beach residents are expelling
the house that was hosting the better than screaming at the top of people from their parties. Often,
party? And why do you
people want to throw
live at the beach and
people out because they
throw parties to begin
want to have beer left
with if you don't want
over for late night. If
people to come?
this is the case, they
I understand
should have thought
from my experience of
ahead and hid a keg for
living in the townhouses
late night. People are
last year, that throwing
not going to want to leave
underclassmen out of
a party when they see
your house is a necesfull kegs lying around.
sary action. This is only
I understand
because each townhouse
that throwing a party is
knows that security and
an expensive thing to do.
an RHC will get to their
Even the cheapest kegs
party sooner or later, yet
cost about $44 with dethis doesn't mean that
posit. The price of kegs,
we have to carry the
however, has not skypractice over to the
rocketed in the past
beach.
couple of years. EveryWhat ever hapone who lives at the
pened to untapping the
beach now lives there
keg when you want
because they enjoyed
people to leave your
hanging out there as unhouse? This practice works, but it your lungs that the cops are com- derclassmen. They grew to like
takes a little patience. You can't ing, when, in actuality, you have the beach while drinking beer that
expect people to file out the door no idea whether or not they are.
someone else bought, and now it's
time to return the favor.
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The problems with proper
beach etiquette have also carried
over to the Naut in some instances.
"I was at the Naut last Thursday
and there were all these girls calling for house beer. It was so annoying because I paid for that beer
too," said Kevin Weng '99. Besides the fact that "house beer"
doesn't exist at the Naut, another
unwritten rule that has been broken is that Naut kegs stay tapped
until they are finished.
One the whole, the beach
is still the place to be. The parties
start earlier and go longer. I just
want to urge everyone who lives at
the beach to do a few things: remember what it was like when you
were an underclassman, don't follow the poor examples set by some
of your peers, and don't get cheap.
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of marketing through hands-on experience
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admissions preparation and publishing.
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Something's fishy at the Health Center
Alex Ordonez
Staff Writer
With a name like "Health Center," one would think that it would be a
safe place to go when you happen to get
sick, but in reality, it might be healthier
to stay home.
Many students here are not getting the kind of health care that many of
them are forced to buy before they come
to school. There are two common problems with the Health Center.
The first big problem they have
is that they are always busy, and same
day appointments are almost nonexistent. I never knew so many people who
were sick on a daily basis on campus.
Must be the water. (Which makes you
more thirsty the more you drink it).
You might have a chance to see
a nurse, but the doctor? It's just like that
girl Dorothy trying to see that all-knowing wizard in that place called Oz.
The second trouble area is the
problem with the Health Center's method
of examining and recommending possible cures. Whateverthey're doing isn't
working.
First of all, the Health Center
needs to work on its abilities to determine what a student has wrong with
them. If you don't know what a student
has, how can you correctly advise them
to get over their sickness?
A student from the beach, "Z,"
went up to the Health Center a few days
before a ski trip to find out if he was
healthy enough to go. "I felt tired, weak,
and I had a fever," said Z.
When he was checked out, the
nurse told him to take Tylenol, gargle
with salt twice a day, and he' d be fine for
the trip. Having followed her suggestion, he went on the ski trip, and he ended
up getting even sicker, and was confined
to the house.
When he got back, he went to
his doctor at home, and within ten min-

utes of his examination, his doctor diagnosed him with acute bronchitis, and he
also told him that, had he gone down the
slopes, he definitely would have gotten
pneumonia.
Rob DelGiorno, a senior student, recalls when he was sick for a week
with a 103-degree fever and he had to call
on the Health Center. "I called the Health
Center to make an appointment, but they
said they were too busy and to call back
tomorrow," says DelGiorno.
He decided to stick it out, but,
after a couple of days, he didn't get any
better, so he decided to see the nurse
practitioner. After the examination, the
practitioner recommended he take
Tylenol, gargle with salt, and drink plenty
of fluids.
After a couple of days he still
didn't feel better, so he decided to go to
his doctor at home. Sure enough, not five
minutes into his examination, he diagnosed DelGiorno with a case of bronchitis with fluid in the lungs, a condition just
short of pneumonia. His doctor instantly
put him on two antibiotics.
Misdiagnosing a sickness is one
thing, but when the Health Center actually does diagnose someone with the
right sickness but gives them the wrong
antibiotic, that's just ridiculous.
One student went to the Health
Center, and they actually diagnosed her
with what she actually had: bronchitis.
They, of course, gave her an antibiotic
which is the one for bronchitis.
This is all good, except for the
fact that on this girl's medical chart, it
specifically states that she is allergic to
the antibiotic she was administered. What
happens? She was taken to the Emergency Room and has to stay a few hours
for observation.
Maybe sickness isn't the Health
Center's specialty. How good are they
when it comes to physical injuries? Don't
ask Katy Farrell. Farrell, a Junior, went

INTERN JOB OPPORTUNITY
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The New York Times Company Magazine Group, publishers of Golf Dipt, Golf World, and
Golf Shop Operations is currently seeking an intern for its Finance Department. This is a
Part-Time opportunity (15-30 hours per week) available immediately and intended to
develop into a Full-Time summer internship.
In this role, you will gain valuable exposure to all units of the division and lines of
business by assisting with the preparation and distribution of monthly financial packages.
This will entail utilizing Lotus and MS Excel spreadsheets for data entry and analysis;
reviewing material variances from forecast; performing general administrative duties such
as maintaining contact lists, photocopying, and handling various projects; and
contributing to the creation of our yearly budget package.
To qualify, you must be working toward a Bachelor's degree in Accounting or Finance and
be proficient in Lotus and MS Excel in a Windows environment. The ideal candidate will
be detail-oriented with excellent organizational and communication skills.
This is a paid position. To apply, please send/fax your resume indicating the appropriate Job
Code to: Human Resources Dept, Job Code FU, New York Times Co. Magazine Group,
5520 Park Ave., Box 395, Trumbull, CT 06611-0395. FAX: (203) 371-2109.
No phone alls, please. EOE. We value diversity!
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to the Health Center with a pain in her
calf.
The Health Center must have
thought that it was nothing because they
just told her to walk on it, and not to
worry about it. She did what they told
her, but things didn't improve. Her leg
became swollen, so she went to an orthopedist.
The doctor examined her, gave
her a pair of crutches, and told her that
she had a torn calf muscle. He also told
her that walking on it as long as she did
really wasn't the right thing to do.
What does this all add up to in
the end? It adds up to the allocating of
money by Fairfield. There was the whole
argument about the money going here
when it should go there, but the Health
Center is one name that is not involved in

that argument. The Health Center, if anything, should have first priority in financial
concerns.
I don't know where my Fairfield
insurance money goes, but it's obviously
not enough. Nomatterwhathappens, though,
more attention needs to be paid to the Health
Center and its needs.
Some ideas could include hiring
more nurses, doctors, or whomever can prescribe the proper medication. The location
of the place is great, too. Some student from
Kostka or Claver would have an easier time
trying to make his own medication in a hot
pot rather than trying to walk up to the
Health Center.
Plans for improvement are already
set for many things, but do those things
include the Health Center? Or as one of my
avid readers recently wrote to me, maybe
the Health Center is an "acceptable facility."

Roaches?
Alex Ordonez
Staff Writer
When I first heard about the
topic for this article, I was shocked. To
my disappointment, I was to look into
reports of roaches in certain parts of this
campus. Roaches, as in insects.
The only thing that I am happy
about is that there are no roaches in my
house (as anyone who knows me can
attest). In the Campus Center, on the
other hand, I wouldn't bet on it.
According to an inside source,
there was a roach seen crawling on the
counter by the milk dispenser. Speaking
as a New Yorker, there is NO such thing
as just ONE roach. Roaches don't suddenly appear out of thin air. Every roach
has a mama and papa roach, and that's

just a fact.
The inside source was in agreement with me when she said "Where
there's one, there are many." You know
what that means.
Next year, tuition is going to
increase even more than it usually does
to make up for all the food those roaches
are going to eat. It's good for the community, though, because now the rats and
raccoons have someone else to play with.
This is just a little warning, to
those with no choice other than to eat in
the Campus Center: the next time you get
a tray full of delicious Sodexho food,
make sure that none of it tries to crawl off
of your plate.

PAID
INTERNET INTERNSHIP
Growing Internet company in Stamford, CT is offering PAID internships for students beginning in mid-December. Excellent opportunity to learn the Internet and get a solid start in the
business world. Fun environment, great people, free health club membership and complimentary daily lunch so well- balanced it will make your mother proud. Perfect for high
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If you're smart, confident and creative, we want to hear from you. Send/fax/
e-mail resume or letter to:
Tracy Hartmann
WALKER DIGITAL CORPORATION
5 High Ridge Park, Stamford, CT 06905
e-mail: hartmann@walkerdigital.com
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Slip and Stitch Almost Doesn't Pass
Brian Kelly
Staff Writer

Nell Bateman
Assistant A & E Editor
It's a question. It's a game.
And now it's a book.
If you could dine alone with
anyone from any period of time in
history, which person would it be? If
you could have any specific power over
other people, what would it be? If you
could transport everyone you are with
at this moment to another place, where
would you all go?
Coauthors Evelyn McFarlane
and James Saywell raise 500 provocative questions like these in
If...(Questions for the Game of Life.)
They call their book "the ultimate book
about fantasy," and each of the many
questions within the book are meant to
spark and tantalize the imagination.
If you had to sell your soul for
one thing, what would it be? If you
could receive all the products from a
single company for free (But could not
resell them,) which company would
you choose? If you could commit one
crime without being caught, what crime
would you commit?
This book conjures up queries
that may have never entered your head
before. It can be used as a game among

friends that will undoubtedly result is many
surprising answers. It could serve as a catalyst for conversation at the dinner table. If
can be an icebreaker among acquaintances,
a discussion at the work place, or even to
help better understand yourself.
If you had to lose one of your five
senses, which would you give up? If you
were to be incarcerated as an animal, what
kind would you want to be? If you could kill
the pet of anybody you know, whose pet
would it be?
The most intriguing part of If is the
discussions that will naturally generate
whether from your best friends or strangers.
You may be startled by some people's responses, perhaps even your own.
McFarlane and Saywell tell us that
the unpredictable journey of the imagination leads us through the wonderful game of
life. Join in this game, revel in the contemplation of the questions, and have a good
time answering them.
If... (Questionsfor the Game of Life)
is featured in all the bookstores in the area.
Check it out for a possible Christmas gift
idea.
Barnes & Noble 1460 Post Rd. Westport
Fairfield Open Book Shop 27 Unquowa Rd.
Fairfield
B. Dalton Bookseller Hawley Lane Mall
Trumbull

I was in the record store the other
day, looking back and forth between the
new live Phish album "Slip, Stitch, and
Pass" and the new Doors boxed set with
all of the unreleased stuff from their career, including some post-Morrison dusky
jewels (yes, Robby, Ray, and John kept
recording after Jimbo's death).
But I figured if the $67 price tag
on the latter showed up on my account, the
Mirror would fire me. So, with 20 picture
of giant ball of string in my hand, I made
my purchase. I popped it into my CD
player, and my jaw dropped...
...It was that bad.
Sure,
Vermont's Phinest can groove, but they
have set up such a high standard for themselves that I found myself disappointed.
The first track, a cover of the Talking
Head's "Cities", dragged on as a selection
for a first song. But the CD made it to track
two, and my heart leapt to hear "Wolfman' s
Brother", from 1994s Hoist. My heart
went back to where it belonged, though.
The song just doesn't rock as
hard as usual. It is very laid back, almost
laboring. According to guitarist Trey
Anastasio in a recent interview, this is a
sample of the new, or rather, old, Phish
style. The band is coming full circle, due
to the relaxed atmosphere of the European
clubs. "Slip, Stitch, and Pass" was re-

corded at their Hamburg, Germany show
on 3/1/97. (For the full interviews, surf to
http://www.phish.com/slip)
Third comes a ZZ Top cover,
"Jesus Just Left Chicago". Now, for all of
the non-guitarists reading this, try this.
Drop your jaw fully and say "wah" a few
times, bringing you lips together on the
'w'. Now do this for 32:08 minutes, and
you get the feel for the first three tracks.
Gets old after a while, huh? Throw in the
fourth song, "Weigh", from 1993's "Rift",
with its out of key harmonies (and I think
the band tried to get the audience to sing
but couldn' t), and you have the first half of
the album.
Ugh. But then the boys kick in,
with the three, sometimes four, song compilation known as "Mike's Groove". I
knew they wouldn't let me down. Just as
I was thinking that maybe I should have
risked the accountant's wrath with the $67
Doors set, Phish started sounding a little
different; dark, almost Arabic. Yes, they
had broken into "The End", by the Doors.
And it was the running joke for the next
two songs.
Throw in "Taste" from last year's
"Billy Breathes", and the barbershop stan
dard "Hello My Baby", and Phish leaves
you gasping for more. (The rumor of
hidden tracks is only that - a rumor.) Hey,
with a running time of 72.51,1 guess they
can waste some time. But guys, please
don't scare me like that again!
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Brian Kelly
Staff Writer
One of the things that makes
Connecticut so great is the fact that
there is no one thing that the state is
known for that overshadows everything else. When people say New
York, they conjure up either images of
the city or apples. Washington means
Seattle, which means Grunge Alternative.
But for our little state in the
Northeast, we have a lot of things to
offer, but you have to think for a moment, because it is not always glaringly
obvious. Mighty Purple is one such
example.
Based in New Haven, Mighty
Purple is a rock band that has payed its
shared of dues to the entertainment
industry. Part of this process was to
release their sophomore effort, Bohica,
in 1995, which is argued as their best
album to date (of three albums; the
fourth, a live acoustic album, is to be
released on the 23rd of this month.).
When that came out, they were one of
the bands that helped to glorify the
American Dream of the young.
They had people coming to
see their shows in droves; the girls
went faint over them; they all lived in a
camper, touring across the country;
were signed to a record company; and
above all, they played great music of a
very high standard - not your standard

pop stuff.
I don't mean to be using the past
tense to imply that they are washed-up and
done with - actually, they just began a new
tour this semester and a new album is underway. But
they have
been a little
hard to find
as of late.
Hopefully,
in the next
few months,
the story can
be told.
But until
then, track
down a copy
of Bohica. It
has on its
twelve tracks
some of the
best and most original music the Nutmeg
State has to offer (or the Constitution State,
for that matter). Mighty Purple defies categorization as a rule; and no where do they
do it better than on Bohica.
The album starts off with the acoustical show standard "Riverside", which
makes you think that the album goes in a
folk rock direction, with singer/guitar players Steve and Jon Rogers showcasing their
combined talents early on in the set.
But then the listener is dragged
into a spiraling, dark mix called "Wail",

where distorted guitars lurk, not flash, and
the whole band starts grooving to the tight
rhythm section. This prepares the listener
for the epic sweep of "When Kingdoms
Fall", which is Mighty Purple at their
quintessential.

cut, which is in places very soft and pretty,
in others hard and dirty. The music seems
to reflect that." (You can find the band at
http:// www.connix.com/~wlr/mp/
mp.html; you can also call their hotline at
(203) 288-6400)
In some places, Bohica could
resemble Collective Soul's eponymous
second album. But it is rather hard to
sound like someone you have not heard,
and Collective Soul's album came after
the sonic shaping of Mighty Purple, as far
as can be determined. But in any event,

this comparison does not work too well, as
Purple has more of a degree of the beautiful integrated into their music, without
resorting to strings and slower tempos.
Let's try again to describe the
sound of Mighty Purple. If you were to
stand at their concert, not partaking in the
dance that was swirling around you, you' d
be blending into the dark lighting and
colors that wash over the band. While the
rhythm drives away, the front line offers
ambient rock guitar, with dove-tailing
vocal lines.
In some places the singing takes
on a certain accent, like from Ireland,
which is always present, but not always
audible. When it comes into the forefront
in a song, it is not fake sounding, and gives
the entire package the feel of something
mystical, that there is more to the music
than is heard on the surface. For real dirty
sounds, skip to track ten, "Explode", which
has, of all things, a metal palm muted riff,
which would be expected of Metallica.
So until I find out what they have
been doing lately, give the album a listen.
At their show last Thursday at New
Haven's Tune In, they greeted the albeit
small, tame audience with a description of
what it was like to return to their home
city. "We got in this morning at 6:30; and
saw the sunrise over New Haven. It is
really nice to come home from being on
the road for a long time - thanks for being
here."
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Home for the Holidays
Kerri Kivlan
Staff Writer
Returning from the Thanksgiving break, you may be looking around
your dorm room, townhouse or beach
house feeling totally at home. Then you
realize a few things are missing. You know,
the decorations, the smell of a Christmas
tree, and the sounds of Christmas carols.
Together these things embody
the typical "holiday spirit." Luckily, there
are a few things you can do to make these
next few days unbearable of finals and
term papers more bearable.
Freshman year, my roommate
and I looked around at our shoe box sized
dorm room and wondered what we could
do to make it look like home during the
holiday season. So during Thanksgiving
recess, we ransacked our homes for old
Christmas decorations—
one's that our families no longer used.
We made use of a miniature
Christmas tree and invested in hundreds of
miniature lights. "You can never have too
many lights," was our motto.
In hopes of spreading the holiday
spirit to all students, I have compiled a few
ideas which I believe you will find most
helpful. Students often have lofted beds.

These lofts are the perfect place to
wrap strings of lights. Garland draped
along the edges completes the look.
Bookshelves can also serve
as makeshift mantles. Hang your
stockings from these long planks of
wood. You can even assemble
candles along the length of the
shelf (not to say that I am endorsing students breaking the laws
of the dorms-you don't have
to light the candles; just look
at them.)
Also, decorating one's door can also
be festive. Wrap the
entire door with
wrapping paper to
make it look lik
a gift. Some
good Christmas music
may also
add to
the effect.
May

I suggest the Peanuts' Christmas CD...it's
one of my favorites.
Lynn Andriani '98 suggests the
Harry Connick Jr. Christmas CD.
"Harry is one of my favorite artists,
and listening to his Christmas CD
brings me home again," Andriani
said.
The Christmas season at
Fairfield is the one time when
it is acceptable to be somewhat cheesy. People can
be spotted all over campus in holiday gear. "I
love to wear Christmas socks and underwear. It reminds me on a
daily basis that
the holiday
season is
here,"
Anne

Bollinger '98 said.
"You can never have too many
lights, candles or pine-scented potpourri,"
Megan McDonagh '98 said.
Deirdre Walker '98 agrees. "As
December creeps by and Christmas draws
closer, you need a little reminder that the
end is in sight and pretty soon you will be
returning home to the smell of Christmas
cookies and decorating your Christmas
tree."
Beach and townhouse residents
have it a little easier, as they are able to fit
a full-size Christmas tree in their homes. "I
can't wait to decorate my tree with my
housemates," Maria Trunzo '98 said.
"I came back home with armloads of decorations for my beach house, it
is never too early to start decorating, and
we plan to go all-out this year!" said Betsy
Vallone who lives with Andriani.
Whether you live in a dorm room,
a townhouse or at a beach house, know that
the holiday season does not have to be
depressing because your dwelling place is
not "in the spirit."
Anyone can bring a little Christmas into their lives with a few decorations.
Remember, you can never have too many
lights.. .and if they blink, that' s even better!

Road Trip!
$25 bucks gets students to JFK, LaGuardia, Newark, or Bradley airports.

© Connecticut Limo
For reservations and all information call

1-800-472-LIMO
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Karen Affinito
Contributing Writer
His sunglasses were perched on
top of his head and a cigarette hung from
his lips. The collar of his leather jacket
stood upright and his hands rested in the
back pockets of his jeans. In the 1950's,
James Dean was the symbol of sexiness
and the epitome of Hollywood.
He is surrounded by many contemporary celebrities such as Sly Stallone,
Cindy Crawford, Bruce Willis, Demi
Moore, and Meg Ryan.
Each time I dine at Planet Hollywood in New York City, I get the feeling
that I am in the heart of the film industry.
On a recent day, I went to Planet Hollywood looking for something fun and Unusual to do with the certainty that I would
find it there.
At the present time, there are 28
Planet Hollywood restaurants all over the
world, but the first one opened in New
York City in October of 1991. However,
they are now in the U.S. ranging from
Atlanta to Honolulu. Also, the restaurant
chain has spread to countries such as Finland, England, and China.
The idea for the franchise was
developed by film producer Keith Banish.
After I gave my name to the host
at the door of 140 West 57th Street, I was
surprisingly seated within ten minutes.

My waitress came over and handed me a
menu. She returned a few minutes later to
take my order and to my embarrassment, I
had been too preoccupied watching clips
from "Dirty Dancing" on the big screen next
to me, that I had no idea what to order.
I asked for more time and when she
returned again, I ordered an appetizer of
pizza bread and a "Pretty in Pink" drink
(orange, pineapple, and cranberry juices with
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sensational slice of rich chocolate cake.
Clearly it was not the ideal day to begin a
diet.
Afterwards, I began chatting with
my waitress, Carol, who said that Planet
Hollywood was the "best place that she had
ever worked." She then added, "aside from
the hectic routine created by tourists, celebrities, and the language barrier of foreign
speaking customers, it was a great place to
be."
Finally Carol brought me my check
which was $20.41 and I left my friendly
server a nice tip for her helpfulness. I found
my lunch to be highly priced for just one
person, but it was definitely worth it, both
for the food and atmosphere.
I exited the restaurant, but lingered
outside for a moment to see if my hands fit
into the handprints of Kevin Costner, Mel
Gibson, and Patrick S wayze, which were on
the outside of the building.
I then walked down the street to
hail
a
cab
and, as always, was in a good
lime grenadine) priced at $4.50. The virgin
mood
after
leaving Planet Hollywood.
beverage was named after Molly Ringwald' s
Whether
visiting
Planet Hollywood in New
1980's movie.
York,
Washington
D.C., or Las Vegas, the
The menu was also filled with many classic
favorites such as hamburgers, specialty pasta experience and magic is the same. Planet
dishes, and all types of sandwiches. How- Hollywood is more than a mere restaurant.
ever, I choose something light to save my It is a trip into the wonderful world of the
Hollywood movies.
appetite for dessert.
My waitress returned when I was through
and cleared my table. I then ordered a
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Glee Club's "When Icicles Hang"
Kristen Sullivan
A & E Editor
The Quick Center was
packed with the sights and sounds of
the holiday season. Music fans and
Christmas celebrants milled around
the lobby, praising the singing and
the presentation of When Icicles
Hang, the Christmas concert put on
each December by the Glee Club.
. Under the conducting of
Carole Ann Maxwell, the group of
125 singers epitomized Christmas in
a musical display that pleased all ages
and all musical preferences. The two
hour concert included musical selections from Debussy, Schubert and
Schmutte.
The concert began with
Randol Alan Bass' Gloria, which was
sung in Latin and ended with Bass'
Christmas Flourish. In between, se«

Rachael Amara
Staff Writer
With Christmas only a few short
weeks away, gift ideas are becoming
more of an assignment than something
enjoyable. But it takes only a few short
minutes to find a gift that will be meaningful to the person who receives it. A
great gift idea that is simple and not too
expensive is a book and this year there
are some wonderful children's books on
the shelves to browse through and escape to an imaginary place where dreams
come true.
Many people think that
children's books have an age limit, but
his is certainly a misconception. As we
grow older, we often times loose the
wonderful feeling of surprise, innocence
and the ability to believe. Some Christmas tales help to put the little things back
into our live and cherish them for exactly
what they are - treasures.
The all time classic that I remember from childhood is The Night
Before Christmas. It has been published
many times over, but the copy I remember had rich full pictures of Santa Claus
with smoke circling his head and his
white fur slightly tarnished with soot
from his most recent chimney decent.
But there is another classic that might
bring some childhood memories back to
the minds of some grandparents. The
Life of Santa Claus, is a book which was
read to my grandmother when she was a
child. She grew up in a foster home with
twenty other children. Christmas' s were
not buried with gifts, there were no huge
feasts spread across the dining room
table. Christmas had a different meaning to my grandmother. Believing in
herself and dreaming about the day she
would no longer be the oldest in a line of
helpless little faces. Dreams were the
things she feasted on and opened up in
her mind, and this book helped her to

lections such as "Do you hear what I
hear?," "The Greatest Gift of All," and "I
saw Mommy Kissing Santa Clause."
The
varied pieces altered the mood
of the concert
and kept the audience intrigued
for the next
piece. Glee Club
strives to modify
it's presentation
and selections
each year to
make the concert different
from the past.
Even though
many pieces are
unfamiliar to the audience, especially
when they are sung in French or Latin,
the audience responds well to the differ-

ent holiday pieces.
The duets and solos interspersed
within the concert contrasted the group
pieces by the Glee
Club. The Christmas spirit emanated
from
Rachael Graham
and
Mario
Schiavone's singing of "Do You
Hear What I
Hear?"
Bobby
Harrison's solo was
exceptionally engaging,
since
Harrison incorporated religious
themes and a quirky
style in his presentation of "A 'Cold' Medley."
The Men's Ensemble performed

keep those dreams alive.
"We used to sit around Shirley,
(the house mother) and she would read a
chapter every night. It was the only time
all year the house was free of babies
crying or children yelling.
Her soft voice
used to float in
the air above our
heads, and with
the fire burning
in front of us, it
was as if our
dreams could
come alive," my
grandmother remembers. This
book was recently re-released for a limited edition, but
it is not necessarily a book to
give a child of (
this day and age,
unless you make it a point to read it to
them on a regular schedule. "It was
something that we used to look forward,
not because of the pictures, because there
weren't many, but because of how we
were allowed to use our imaginations.
We were so used to seeing things we
couldn't have, that pictures would have
just been another let down. But the things
we saw in the privacy of our minds and
hearts, those were things no one could
take. We couldn't be told that those
wonderful dreams of families and presents would never happen to us because
no one knew what we were thinking."
The Polar Express is another
book I remember from when I was a
child. My grandmother gave it to me
because I always loved pictures, and this
book is full of some of the richest. Many
of the illustrations almost appear to be
seen through a frosty window as if the

entire story is a display, but the lofty writing
combined with the soft colors helps the tale
to come alive. When Van Allsburg first
began writing Polar Express, he thought he
was writing of a train trip. "But the story is
about a young
boy who falls
asleep and wakes
only to help
Santa with his
Christmas deliveries. There is a
significance of a
bell in the story,
and to this day,
every Christmas
eve, the family
sits with my
grandmother as
she reads aloud,
with bells hung
around
our
necks. It is a
symbol of hope
, and love, something which is at
times lost in the materialistic Christmas we
know and celebrate.
A Tiny Miracle is exactly what the
title suggests. This short story helps put
Christmas in heartfelt light. It is about a tiny
tree in the middle of the forest that is afraid ob
being overlooked and not getting a home for
Christmas. In the end the little tree is chosen
to keep the company of a sick child in the
hospital. The face of the child almost comes
off the pages as her smile lights up the empty
hospital room.
The most recent published story is
called Santa's Book of Names, written by
David MacPhail. This wonderful story can
again be for a child or an adult. It is about a
young boy who cannot read, no matter how
hard he tries. He is stirred from his sleep by
Santa who invites him to travel through the
night and deliver gifts to children across the
world. Through his travels, the little boy
learns to read Santa's list of names and gifts,
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only one song, unlike their female counterparts, Sweet Harmony. But the men
exhibited holiday humor in their rendition of "What Are You Doing New
Year's Eve?" with a mid-song intermission to discuss what exactly the
men's plans were for December 31.
As usual, Glee Club's concert
was difficult to get tickets for, but well
worth the effort to see the show. The
musical talent beams from the Kelley
Theater and everyone goes away feeling touched by the spirit of the Christmas season.

If you missed the concert, check out Glee
Club at the Advent &
Christmas Liturgies at
7 and 10 pm on Dec. 14

and by the end of the book, both the boy
and the reader have a sense of satisfaction
that goes much further than learning to
read.
One final book that is by far a
favorite is titled A Cup of Christmas Tea.
This story is written in prose and centers
around an individual who dreads going to
visit a sick great aunt for fear of seeing the
present lines of time drawn across her
face. However, when the narrator goes to
the house Christmas past is "intact and
alive," and there are no signs of fading
faith. The smells of cinnamon seem to
drift off the pages and the porcelain nativity set is almost visible. The writing is
simple, and so are the pictures, but the
message is the simplest of all.
"Of course I'll understand completely of
you can't, But if you find you have some
time, how wonderful if we could have a
little chat and share a cup of Christmas
tea."
Many times during this holiday
season we will lose sight of what it really
should mean. Peace, love, and joy is what
is plastered across the billboards and newspaper advertisements, but when it comes
down to it, this season is special for the
hope it gives to people and for the dreams
that can come alive. It is a season of
celebrating birth, whether it be the birth of
Jesus or the birth of new relationships or
simply the birth of new goals and dreams.
These stories help to put the hope back in
our hearts and the dreams within our reach.
Each story is centered on what would be a
tragedy; lost hope, sickness, those who
refuse to believe, but then each is restored
and turned into a lesson of life.
Take the time to share this holiday season with people and remember
how full of life it is. Don't rush through
the present, don't forget the past, but most
of all look into your heart and find something'to cherish. Then share it with those
around you and help them to remember
what this season is really about.
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A Bite from the Big Apple
Rachael Amara
Staff Writer
Coming from a small town in
Massachusetts, where the only big place to
go for a great time is Boston, the city of
New York is quite extraordinary. The
people and the sights are the little elements
that make New York so well known all
over the world, but when you take time out
to just explore a little section, it's amazing
the connection you will make not only
with the city itself, but with places from
one end of the globe to the next. NYC is
certainly the place to go top get a taste of
everything!
Mark Salerno and I traveled to
New York one Saturday by train. Our
mission was to begin the plans for a senior
event that took place last Saturday, just in
time to enjoy the city's holiday festivities.
Little did we expect that a day of planning
and walking for at times what seemed
forever because of the biting cold, would
turn out to be so much fun.
We did quite a few things in the
morning and early afternoon, like jwalk
down the streets of Little Brazil, and stop
to have a wonderful lunch in a tiny place
named Via Italia. The service was especially prompt and classy, but with full
stomachs we were ready to move from
downtown to the upper east side which
was where a great deal of exploring took
place.
We've all at least heard about bar
crawls, and some of us have participated,
but nothing is like going on one in the city,
especially at this time of year. With the
cold winds pushing against your many
layers, you long to be pulled into the next
stop by the current of warm air that rushes
out of each open door.
However, as we saw no two bars
are alike, and every time were met with a
different world entirely, some we could
not seem to fit into, others which suited us
perfectly. Salerno helped me put much of
the essence of these bars into words, especially since in his own opinion, he has
"such a commanding grasp on the English
language."
Our first stop was a sports bar
called Deadlines. We walked in and found
the room to be filled with a number of very
thirsty sports fans that just couldn't decide
which football game to watch on one of the
ten television sets. We shuffled up to the
busy bar and talked to on of the managers,
Linda, prying her for information on any
of the bar crawls which had gone on in the
past.
She told us, in her thick New
York accent, about one such crawl which
would be taking lace next weekend. In
comparison to our small two person crawl,
this astounding 4,000 person crawl was far
more impressive and said to be the most
famous of all the New York crawls.
The next stop we made was at
Johnny Tejano's a Mexican styled bar
diagonally across the street on the comer
of 3rd and 93rd. The store front windows
let us glimpse into the brightly painted
room that had a southwestern air to it.
Needless to say, it might not have been the
fresh decor, but rather the sign on the door
advertising $3 margaritas that drew us in.
Once again, we made our way up
to the bar, and as one would expect, it was
fairly empty on a Saturday afternoon. We
ordered two of their specialty margaritas,
and then introduced ourselves to Marco,
one of the managers. Presented with his
authentic and rich Spanish accent, we
learned a great deal about the origins of
both the restaurant, but more to our delight, a great deal about the history of the
24 Tequilas they served. We did not ex-

pect to have a tequila testing at four
o'clock in the afternoon, but we didn't
want to miss out on anything.
To our delight, the tequila we
tried was surprisingly sweet and not at
all harsh. Salerno's favorite was a
silver tequila called "El Tesoro", which
sold for $6.50 a shot. "It's not a tequila, it's a surprise," Salerno commented. My personal favorite was
called "Herradua", which sold for the
same price but had a smooth finish and
a wonderfully sweet aftertaste. Marco
was impressed with our descriptions
and explained that "Johnny Tejano's
has everything you could want in a
tequila and more!"
With tequila warming us from
the inside out, we pushed on through
the cold November streets of NYC and
spotted what had to be our next stop,
Brother Jimmy's, on the corner of 3rd
and 92nd. Before we went in, we
decided it would be best if we sampled
the drinks only from every other establishment.
All I could do was smile when
we entered this bar. Not even a block

William, the man behind the bar, was the one
who sold us on the Bear Juice, though we
didn't seem at all hesitant at the prospect of
another taste test.
William was sporting a Grateful
Dead t-shirt with a red baseball hat that had
"2nd Marine Division" written in yellow
letters across the front, sat comfortably atop
his blond hair. We could even see the contrast
in him, standing behind the rough bar, in front
of a remarkable collection of drinks, seeming
like there was a pert of him that was grizzly
and a teddy bear. "Anyone that comes in here
usually comes in for the beer, but they really
should try the Bear Juice, its very popular out
in the wild!"
We walked upstairs to check out an
extension of the bar which can also be rented
out for private parties. It featured two pool
tables, a fooz ball table, and a private bar. The
surroundings here were just as rustic as downstairs, but business was starting to pick up
and before.we got too wild, we thanked
William for the complementary drinks and
moved on.
Ski Bar was just down the street and
we felt a bit out of place since this had more
of a club feel than that of a bar. Considering

However, as we saw no two bars are
alike, and every time were met with a
different world entirely, some we could
not seem to fit into, others which suited us
perfectly.
from our last stop, we learned it to be "a
true southern bar", which was how
Josh, our connection there, described
it. Every part of the south has left it's
mark on this bar, from its menu of spicy
wings, to rough planks on the walls
making it seem we were in a shed
which used to be a still.
The authenticity even appeared in the lingo of the employees as
we saw the result of a request for a
Michigan game. "We're a southern
bar, ya won't find much o' that west
thing here." Even some of the slogans
written on the walls were unique to the
back woods, or at least that was how it
was to be taken by the customers. Some
such quotes will not appear in this
article, but one must actually visit this
bar to get the full effect; even Salerno
had trouble putting it into words.
Our next stop was certainly
one of our favorites. We walked down
to 2nd and 92nd and found The Bear
Bar, which specialized in, surprise, beer.
But not just any old kind; over 140
bottled beers! This was by far our
favorite bar. Salerno was filled with
adjectives to describe our surroundings and as always put it best.
"Easy...hunting lodge meets
frat house. This is a very elemental bar,
with the exposed wood on the edge of
the bar and the tree stumps under the
tables." Even the carved bears which
stood at the center of every table helped
pull the entire theme into the center of
the feeling.
This cozy atmosphere supplies its patrons with a friendly face
and a comfortable stool where you can
sit and sample their many microbrews,
or, if you feel so daring as to try their
Bear Juice. This fruity, frozen sensation has just the right amount of whatever it is in it to make you smile.

also that we were the only patrons, we didn't
stay long. Featuring an ice blocks in the back
which the bartenders pour shots down, this
place was a bit dark and dead due to the lack
of energy the people so far in New York had
generated. Needless to say, our stay was not
long and once again we went back to find the
perfect setting.
Now on 2nd and 91st, Salerno
thought it was getting warmer, and then realized that "the tequila shots must be kicking
in." But still the wind was biting and we were
happy to see another sign with a familiar
name which had been recommended to us
earlier.
American Spirits hung across the
sidewalk, and by looking in no one would
expect what we found. We were happy with
the information a blond, female bartender
gave to us about drink specials and what not
as she sat perched on the counter behind the
bar enjoying a beer herself; but Salerno and I
declined an offer to join her when we noticed
certain articles of women's clothing hanging
above our heads. We were certainly, and
though Salerno and I might not have shared
the same opinion, thankfully not there for any
disrobing, but rather made our exit as smooth
as we had entered.
Next stop was JL. Sullivan's, which
to our disappointment seemed to specialize in
no drinks but rather one of the dirty bars we
had seen. From what we could see, it was a
bar for locals that were always hoping for
innocent victims like us to walk in.
The bartender, who's name we didn' t
even attempt to take down, was quite a bit our
elder and her manner was what one would
expect from a New Yorker who was having a
typically strenuous day. We were happy the
lighting was minimal simply because we had
seen enough through the shadows. It wasn't
hard for us to leave this bar and push on to
what would be our second favorite, and certainly most intimate of bars.
The Australia Bar, located on 1st

Ave. in-between 89th and 90th, was quiet
and lit only with candles sprinkled across the
bar. There were three girls playing pool
when we first arrived, but we might have
interrupted what seemed to be a quite gathering. We spotted Ken, not immediately however, cozily sitting at the far end of the bar
with his arms crossed across his chest.
We almost expected a "Hey Mates",
but were satisfied with a simple "hello" ever
so sweetly laced with a tranquil English
accent. The Australia Bar's specialty, as one
would think, is not many types of Australian
beer. Ken explained to us as we sipped our
Sam Adams October Fest that "due to customs, it is extremely difficult to get Austrailian
beer shipped to the US." This would explain
why the ideas for some of these beers we
know as Cooper's Pale Ale and New
Amsterdam, comes straight from down under, but are actually brewed in Canada.
He did tell us of one specialty shot
called Illusion, but since Salerno and I has
quite a ways to go before getting back to
Connecticut, we opted to steer clear of misinterpretation and concentrate on the reality
of getting the next train. Ken did tell us the
reason they were so quiet, being that it was a
Saturday, and although this bar appeared to
be just that, casual and relaxing, hence the
red velvet couch against the wall in the dim
back room, there was a downstairs to the
establishment.
Appropriately named "Down Under", this was part of the same bar where
business followed the sound of the DJ who
started spinning between 10 and 10:30. Disappointed we could not stay to catch a glimpse
of the late night crowd, we thanked Ken and
went on our way.
Next was a bit of the past revisited,
Kelly's Corner. With the same green interior, but a bit darker and cleaner inside, this
Kelly' s boasts to be the "Hottest bar around,"
as stated by John. "This place sports a
college, sporty trend with great music," commented Mark as he sat back in his chair and
bathed in some fond memories. When many
of us from the senior class think back to
freshman year, the local hangout Kelly's
holds some fond and interesting memories,
but there is a great similarity between the
Kelly's of New York and the Kelly's of
Black Rock.
"Simply defined," Salerno stated,
with a smile on his face and a cold Pete's in
his hand. Although we could have stayed
here for much longer and thought back to
days gone by, we left the past where it was
and pushed out into the cold future of anticipation of things to come.
Pour House had been recommended
by some of the past managers, but to our
disappointment it was small and did not meet
our expectations, so we made a fast and final
stop at Bar New York which was quietly
awaiting its late night party crowd.
Anthony, a handsome Italian young
man, was more than helpful. He offered us
drinks before we hit the road, but we could
hear the whistle of the train, all the way at
Grand Central, still a short cab ride away. $2
Coronas and shot specials were the things
offered at the crawls they had participated in
and he promised at every party at Bar New
York, certainly helps to "capture New York
in one sitting," or dance, whatever you prefer.
So after a long day of walking the
streets, we continued our crawl back to Grand
Central and boarded a train for Fairfield. Our
bar crawl had been a success and we both
were feeling satisfied with our day's efforts.
With a hot pretzel as out reward, we sat back
and watched the city that just had rung in our
ears torn, quiet and bashful through the frosty
window. But we knew different!
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CLASSIC CONFRONTATIONS
Mirror photographers shot all the action at
the Warner's Classic.

Coach Dianne Nolan's Stags
beat Fordham at the buzzer.
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Tulane, ranked No.
22 nationally, upset
No. 16 Colorado by
a point and then
blitzed Fairfield in
the championship
game.
Special
Mirror photographs
by Michael LeBrecht
and Brian Kelly.
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Green Wave crashes on
Stags in Warner's Classic
Michael Nagy
Staff Writer
This past weekend, the Fairfield
University women's basketball team
made it to the finals of the Warner's
Classic before falling 63-36 to a Tulane
team that is ranked 22nd in the nation. In
the first round of the tournament, the
Stags beat Fordham 73-72, as senior
Chantel Williams banked home a dramatic three-pointer with no time left on
the clock.
During the Thanksgiving break,
Fairfield dropped two tough contests in
California. On Nov. 30, the Stags were
beaten by California-Irvine 64-52, and
two days earlier the women lost to San
Diego, 74-54. On Nov. 20, Fairfield
easily handled Lafayette 89-58 at Alumni
Hall. Despite the fact that the team's
record stands at 2-4, the Stags are gaining
valuable experience against tough competition that will prove beneficial during
the upcoming MAAC schedule and the
post-season.
"We wanted to bring some top
25 teams into this tournament so we can
get the experience," head coach Dianne
Nolan said after the 18th annual Warner's
Classic. "When NCAA time rolls around,
playing these kinds of teams will make
us better."
In the championship game,
Tulane jumped out to a 14-3 lead and was
never threatened by the Stags. The Green
Waves' defense forced 31 Fairfield turnovers and shut down the Stags two outstanding scorers, seniors Jessica
Grossarth and Page Driscoll.

In the tournament's first round,
the Stags jumped out to a 38-33 halftime
lead against Fordham, and then watched
it evaporate behind 38 percent shooting
from the floor after the break. Grossarth
led the team with 23 points and Driscoll
chipped in 20 points. Freshmen center
Gail Strumpf led Fairfield with 13 rebounds. The Stags won despite making
just 6 of the 22 three-pointers that they
attempted and despite shooting just 58
percent from the free throw line.
The victory over the Rams was
much needed after the team's difficult
California trip during the Thanksgiving
break. Against UC-Irvine, the Stags
turned the ball over 27 times and if not for
the brilliance of Driscoll, they may have
lost by more. The senior tied a careerhigh with 27 points and grabbed a teamhigh six rebounds. This effort, combined
with her 18-point outing against the University of San Diego, was enough to earn
Driscoll MAAC Player of the Week honors.
Against Lafayette, the Stags did
indeed win - and they won big. Fairfield
jumped out to a 43-22 lead at the intermission and used 66 percent second half
shooting to put away their overmatched
opponent. Grossarth led the way with 21
points and Driscoll poured in 19. Junior
forward Cindy O'Connor had a doubledouble for the Stags, as she scored 10
points and grabbed 11 rebounds. Williams provided the team with a spark off
the bench with 13 points in just 23 minutes of action.
The Stags next game will be an
exhibition contest against Nor'Easter on
Dee.20th at Alumni Hall.
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Sports Profile:
Coach Carnell Henderson
Alex Ordonez
Staff Writer
As I entered the closet-like office above the gym floor, I found a young
man working diligently at a computer.
Wearing a Yankee's baseball jersey, a
pair of shorts, Nike sneakers, and with the
overhead light reflecting off his shaven
bald head, someone might mistake him
for a student hard at work.
But to those who he's influenced,
he is known as the Fairfield football wide
receiver coach, Carnell Henderson. What
he was working so hard on was a game of
solitaire. "It helps pass the time," said a
smiling Henderson.
Henderson graduated from Boston University with a degree in Education,
but had a few other options to consider as
well. A few scouts from the professional
ranks went to Boston University to watch
Henderson, particularly, the Cleveland
Brown's football team scout. But nothing
developed from the visit.
"I'm not really sure, but I'm
thinking, it was my height," Henderson
said. "I know that nowadays, the NFL is
looking for tall receivers that can match
up with the big defensive backs in the
league."
After that didn't work out, the
Candian Football League offered
Henderson an opportunity for a tryout,
and they liked what they saw. He was
invited to camp with the Baltimore Stallions, but Henderson wasn't content with
his surroundings in training camp, so he
decided to leave because "it was not the
same game", according to Henderson.
On February 22,1973, Mary and

photo:
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versity at 5' 8", and 165 pounds, which is
considered by most to be small for anyone
wanting to be a good college recevier.
Nonetheless, he was a starter in his freshman year. But Henderson did not want to
be a good college wide receiver - he
wanted to be a great one. Henderson
realized that in order to be a great wide
receiver, he needed to get bigger.
"In my senior year of high
school, I was dominating every team I
faced, but in college, they were just so
much bigger that I had to get even bigger." Henderson said.
That's exactly what he did, as he
hit the weight room and it paid off. He
gained 10 pounds of muscle, benching
320 pounds, squatting 430 pounds, and
increasing his vertical leap to 36 inches.
All this progress led to a solid sophomore
year on the gridiron, which had Henderson
thinking his next two years were going to
be his best.
"After my sophomore year, I
was looking forward to having the bomb
junior year," Henderson said.
Early in his junior year though,
he was stricken with an ankle injury. That
season, he missed six games, and really
only played one of the rest of the games

I'm not really sure, but I'm thinking it
was my height," Henderson said. "I
know that nowadays, the NFL is looking for tall receivers that can match up
with the big defensive backs in the
league."
ii

Hockey continued from
page 24
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every day."
The Stags traveled to Hamden,
Conecticut on Nov. 22, to play EC AC
rival Quinnipiac. Doneghey felt the
teams were evenly matched, but
Quinnipiac was the better team on this
day, as they topped the Stags 4-2. This
left the two teams tied for first place,
both having three wins and six points.
They will meet again on Feb. 23.
The game was tied 1-1 after
one period, but the Braves took over in
the second, scoring two power play goals
and adding one more later in the period.
Viens scored the Stags lone goal in the
first period, assisted by Coughlin and
Russ Flynne. Cahill scored Fairfield's
only other goal in the game in the third
period, assisted by Eads and Viens.
Despite the loss, junior goalie John True
had an impressive performance, saving
44 Quinnipiac shots.
Following their loss to
Quinnipiac, the Stags put together a
string of three straight crucial victories.
The first victim was Suffolk University
last Wednesday. True notched his first
shutout of the season, making 10 saves
as Fairfield cruised to a 4-0 victory. The

Stags were led by Murray, who had a
goal and an assist to put him at the 100point mark for his career. Curtis contributed with a goal and an assist as well, as
the Stags offense dominated, putting 48
shots on the opposing net.
This past Saturday, the Stags
defeated Plymouth State 9-5. Viens led
the way for the Stags with four goals,
while True put forth another solid effort
between the pipes, tallying 33 saves as
the Stags boosted their record to 5-2.
The next day, Fairfield beat
Villanova for the second time this season, 4-1. With the win, Fairfield improved its ECAC South-conference
record to 4-1. This game was much
different than Fairfield's first matchup
with Villanova, a game in which the
Stags completely dismantled the Wildcats and cruised to a 14-0 win. However,
Flynne netted two goals in Sunday's
contest and Conal Barbuto added a goal
and an assist to lead the Stags to another
win over Wildcats. The victory improved the Stags to 6-2 overall.
Fairfield has the next couple of
weeks off before taking the ice again on
Jan 6 for a game against Wesleyan.

Eugene Henderson gave birth to a child
that they named Carnell. They spent their
lives in Woonsocket, RI, where
Henderson' s exposure to football was constant. His brother Curtis, 15-years older
than Carnell, was a football star all the
way thorugh college and up to the pro
level. "As soon as I could run, I was
running with a football," Henderson said,
picking up a football.
During his high school career,
Henderson played either running back or
wide receiver, and he succeeded at both
positions. He was so successful that during his senior year, every college in the
Yankee Conference offered him a full
scholarship.
In the middle of his senior year,
it was decision time for Henderson, and
his choices were plentiful. When it came
down to finally committing himself to one
college, his choice was Boston University.
"I though they had a great academic
program, I liked the environment because
it was in a big city, and I liked the way their
team believed in the throwing game."
Henderson entered Boston Uni-

that season without pain.
Henderson, though, returned for
his senior season with a vengeance. He
tied the team record for most receptions in
a season with 79, broke the record for
receiving yards in one game with 248,
and broke the team record for reception
yardage in a season with 1,302 yards.
But after deciding that the CFL
was not for him, Henderson chose to
pursue the closest thing to his passion for
playing football - coaching.
"I'm good with kids, and I' d like
to work with them in the future,"
Henderson said. "Pertaining to football
or not."
Everything worked out just perfect for Henderson. He's now the coach
for a Fairfield football team that just finished its second season, and helped the
Stags improve from 1-8 in their inaugural
season to 7-3 in the recently completed
season. And after helping the Stags increase their receiving touchdowns from
10 to 19, and their receiving yards per
catch from 10.5 to 12.0, you can't blame
Henderson for taking a break to play a
few games of solitaire.
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Team from Big 10 puts big
hurtin' on Stags in first
round of NCAAs
Brad Tarr
Assistant Sports Editor
Normally at this time of year, Cole
Field House is playing host to Terrapin
basketball. However, hoops took a backseat
last Friday, as the University of Maryland
hosted first-round matches in the NCAA
division I volleyball tournament. Fairfield,
possessors of a 25-9 record heading into
the tournament, were on a mission. Their
opponent would be Ohio State; their goal
was to give the Buckeyes a blackeye, while
sending a message to the rest of the teams
in the tournament at the same time. Well,
maybe next year.
Ohio State displayed early and often
why they could easily be considered one of
the favorites to come away with the title. In
the blink of an eye, it was all over, as the
Buckeyes rolled, 15-2, 15-2, 15-8. The
Stags never had a chance.
Despite countless efforts, Fairfield just
couldn't get the offense off of the ground.
In terms of kills, it was freshman Machel
Craig leading the way with a total of 11.
No one else posted double digits. Sophomore Melanie Bussanich garnered seven.
In addition to the five kills tallied by freshman Corrine Carlson, two other Stags,
sophomore co-captains Liz Bower and Jen
McLaughlin, were held to only three apiece.
This was an exceptionally intriguing statistic, especially when you consider that
McLaughlin had been the offensive leader
all season. That's what kind of day it was.
One bright spot was the fact that, despite the stifling play of the Buckeyes,
Bower was still able to muster 23 assists
for the match. Having notched 1500+
assists for the year, Bower stepped up and
played a huge role in Fairfield's success all
season long.
Bower and McLaughlin are the kind of
leaders that every coach longs for.
Defensively, only one Stag was able to
accumulate at least ten digs against Ohio
State, and that honor belonged to Carlson.
Behind her were Bower (8), Craig and
McLaughlin (6), Bussanich (2), and freshman Annie Richert (1). The match against
Ohio State was beneficial for Richert.
Despite being injured and not seeing much
action throughout the season, head coach
Todd Kress did an excellent job of working
her into the Stags' game plan against the
Buckeyes.
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Despite seeing limited action this season,
Kim Thomas'00 was a part of the Stags'
success.
"We didn't play well," Kress said.
"We were doing some quality things to
start off, but then the calls started going
against us. And when that happens against
a team of Ohio State's caliber, it is magnified."
When Fairfield walked off the court
last Friday, contrary to what the scoreboard
read, they walked off as winners. For a
second straight year, they can call themselves Regular Season MAAC Champs.
On top of that, they completed an undefeated 1997 MAAC season by rolling
over their opponents and cruising to the
conference tournament championship.
They practically have to rent a U-Haul to
transport all of the team and individual
awards that were bestowed upon them
following the tournament. After hearing
all of this, it's hard to believe that the team
didn' t have a junior or senior on the roster.
It's kind of scary to think about how good
they'll be two years from now.
"It was a great season," Kress said.
"The team did a nicejob of battling through
injuries and they accomplished things that
neither I, nor they, expected to. We're
only going to improve over the next year,
and hopefully we'll make it to the second
or third round of the tournament (next
season)."

Home games
Women's Basketball vs.
Nor'Eastern (exhibition)
Dec. 20, 2 p.m.
Men's Basketball vs. Converse
All-Stars (exhibition)
Dec. 21, 2 p.m.
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Athletes of the Week
John Tice

Kristin Conlin

Tice, a sophomore
Conlin, a
forward from
sophomore from
Bayville, NJ, led
West Springfield,
the men's basket- MA, won the 200
ball team (5-1) to individual medley
the Phoenix Clasand the 200
sic championship backstroke as the
in Hartford last swim team topped
week. En route to
St. Francis
winning the title College 126-66 last
and being named weekend. She also
MVP, Tice garwon the 200
nered 32 points,
individual medley
two assists, four
in Fairfield's loss
blocked shots,
to Boston
eight rebounds,
College on Nov.
and three steals.
21st.

Swim team sweeps
St. Francis
Paul Pennelli
Staff Writer
Over the past few weeks, the
Fairfield University swim teams posted
one victory and one loss.
The Stags traveled to Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts to meet up
with Boston College on Nov. 21.
Though neither the men nor the women
of Fairfield won their respective overall competitions, both squads swam
well, and notched an impressive
amount of individual victories. Boston College's swim team is extremely
large and talented, and the Stags fought
hard to gain the respect of their competitors.
The women's team lost to the
Eagles by a score of 143-98. Though
Boston College dominated the Stags in
diving and most of the freestyle events,
the majority of the remaining competitions featured solid finishes by
Fairfield. Fairfield's 200 medley team,
consisting of Julie Thorson, Nancy
Longo, Gretchen Fiedler, and Kelly
Taylor, beat out two BC teams and two
teams from Fairfield with a time of
1:57.14. Thomson and Taylor continued their strong performances in other
events as well, as Thomson won the
100 backstroke and the 50 free, and
Taylor placed first in the 100 fly.
Kristin Conlin also turned in a great
performance, with a first place finish
in the 200 individual medley.
The Fairfield men did not
have quite as much success against
Boston College as the women did, but
they still turned in some first-rate per-

formances. Four of Fairfield's swimmers won their races: Matt Collins won
the 50 free, Chris Warenkiewics paced
the field in the 100 fly, Steven Kapuscinski
won the 500 free, and Eric Mundt dove to
a top finish in the 3 meter with a score of
224.10.
Fairfield had little trouble with
St. Francis this past weekend. The men
won their meet by a score of 119-90.
Freshman Brennan Kelly set a new school
record in the 200 breast with a time
2:40.14.
Two other impressive
performences were put in by
Warenkiewicz, who won the 200 fly and
the 200IM, and Kapuscinski who topped
the field in the 100 free and the 200 free.
The Fairfield women dominated
St. Francis by a score of 126-66. The
women' s team also had some strong individual performances agaist St. Francis.
Conlin won the 200 IM again as well as
the 200 backstroke. Taylor emerged victorious in both the 100 free and 200 free.
The 400 meter medley relay team of
Thomson, Longo, Taylor, and Kate Lawless also won their race.
"Just about all the members of
team are swimming at or abouve the level
that they were swimming last year," head
coach Phil Palumbo said.
This is promising news for the
team, as it begins to gain strength as the
season progresses. The majority of
Fairfield's upcoming meets will be tough
ones, and the squad may be able to take a
few on its schedule. The meet against
MAAC defending champion Marist will
be a key in discovering how much
progress this team has made.
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Men's hoops
finishes first in
Phoenix
Invitational

Happy Holidays to
all those hoops fans

BradTarr
Assistant Sports Editor
If it wasn't for those damned
Pilots. They're the only thing
standing in the way from a perfect season to this point for the
Stags. Of course, I'm talking
about the Pilots from the University of Portland. I mean what
kind of a way is that to treat your
guests, especially after they just
flew 3,000 miles cross country
to open up their season against
you. However, in retrospect, as
much as the men's basketball
team hated to drop their first
game of the year, they have certainly rebounded in a big way.
Entering the first round of
the Phoenix Classic last Thursday in Hartford, the Stags owned
a 3-1 overall record and had already captured an early season
tournament championship. Of
course, the tournament I 'm
speaking of was the AT&T
Shootout which was held on the
hallowed hardwood of our very
own Alumni Hall a couple of
weeks ago. In that tournament,
Fairfield opened up with a blowout win over Brown University,
and closed out the weekend by
upending the Hofstra Flying
Dutchmen. DidierBoucardwas
named tournament Most Valuable Player for his outstanding
performances over the two
games.
Sandwiched between the
AT&T Shootout and the Phoenix Classic, was a non-conference battle for the Stags versus
an opponent from just down the
road,Fordham. Redemption was
on the agenda for the Stags, not
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Didier Boucard was named MVP of Fairfield's AT&T Shootout.
forgetting that the Rams dumped
them 57-53 in their match-up
last year. Fairfield walked over
Fordham this time winning quite
handily, before setting their
sights on their next game, which
would be in the opening round of
the Phoenix Classic against the
Hawks of the University of Hartford.
Hartford played a little bit
better than the Stags had planned.
Despite entering the game with
an unimpressive overall record
that stood at 1-3 overall, converse to Fairfield's aforementioned 3-1, the Hawks overcame
a halftime deficit and pushed the
Stags to overtime. Fairfield
would settle down and come
away with the victory, 87-81,
improving their record to 4-1.
Standouts included junior
point guard Kyle Commodore,
who finished with 21 points, eight
rebounds, two steals, and four
assists, and sophomore John
Tice, who garnered 16 points,
along with 7 rebounds, one steal,
three blocked shots, and two assists. Together they paced a
Fairfield offense that has been
cruising since their opening game
loss. The championship game of
the tournamnet proved to be no
exception.
Despite holding a fairly com-

fortable twelve point lead over
Yale at the half, 29-17, and winning fairly easily, 52-41, the
score suggests a fairly poor
shooting performance by both
teams. Sometimes that happens,
but Fairfield will take the win
anyway. Of their 22 field goals,
Tice had seven of them including two three-pointers, en route
to his 16 point performance.
With the exception of Yale forward Emerson Whitley (14
points), Tice was the only player
from either team to find his way
into double-digits in scoring.
Apparently the people who cast
a vote for tournament Most Valuable Player felt that his performance on Friday which included
one rebound, one block, and two
steals, to go along with his 16
points, coupled with his performance from the night before,
was good enough to warrant receiving the award.
So far this season, the Stags
have performed admirably while
compiling their 5-1 overall
record. And in terms of tournaments played in, and Most Valuable Player awards received,
Fairfield is 2-for-2 (Boucard,
Tice). Don't expect the Stags to
let up anytime soon. In fact,
there's no telling when this winning streak might end.

First place Stags ice early season
competition
Matthew Payne
Staff Writer
The Faifield University ice hockey team hosted its
second home game of the season at the Wonderland of Ice in
Bridgeport on Friday, Nov. 21.
They played ECAC member,
Iona and snached their third
win of the season. Disappointed
from their loss to Bentley College on Nov. 14, the Stags came
out with the chips on their shoulders and proved that they are no
slouch in the ECAC, as they
rolled over the Gaels, 14-2.
The Stags were
sparked by senior Ryan Murray,
who had three goals and three
assists in the game. This left
Murray just two points shy of
100 career points in his four
years at Fairfield. Murray also
earned ECAC player of the
week recognition for the sec-
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John True recorded his first shutout of the season in a 4-0 win over
Suffolk.
Cahill, Chris Russo, Bill
ond straight week. Freshman
Couglin, and Tim Veins acgoalie, Derek Saunders, started
counted for the Fairfield scorin the net for the first time this
ing.
Head coach Mike
season, and stopped 27 of 29
Doneghey was especially
shots.
pleased with the freshman front
The Stags set the tone
line of Cahill, Viens and Rory
in the first period as they netted
Eads.
five goals while blanking Iona.
"These guys have been consisThe Gaels scored two goals in
tent all year," Doneghey said.
the second period, but Fairfield
"And they continue to improve
tallied six scores of its own.
Forwards, Rob Curtis, Kevin
Continued on p.22

Rick Thomson
Sports Editor
When I was home over the Thanksgiving break, it didn't take
me long to realize that the Christmas season was officially upon us. As
I went for a walk on the day after Thanksgiving, I perused the streets and
found the entire neighborhood looked like a frozen, lifeless tundra. I
decided that there were only two possible explanations for the deserted
state of my neighborhood: Either everyone had abandoned our little
place to make a pilgrimage to see an expecting mother in the town of
Bethlehem, or the Christmas shopping season had officially kicked off
with a mass-exodus to the shopping malls. The second of these two
possibilities proved to be true, with the exception of our highly-religious
next door neighbors, the Flanders family.
Since there was nobody around, I figured it was the perfect
time for me to sit down and make out my annual Christmas wish list. In
addition to my usual toy and clothing demands, I decided to submit a few
special requests for Santa regarding the basketball teams at Fairfield.
Although I sent my letter to the North Pole nearly two weeks ago, there's
still plenty of time for you to send these same requests to help ensure
another exciting season of hoops at Fairfield.
First, I asked Kris Kringle to make sure the men's team doesn't
have any more performances like its season-opening, 17-point loss-to
Portland. In that game, the Stags shot just 40 percent from the field and
showed a lot of Christmas spirit by generously turning the ball over 28
times. But since that loss, Fairfield has seemed determined to make sure
the 1997-98 regular season is not a repeat of last year's abysmal, 8-18
campaign. The Stags have rolled to five straight victories since being
grounded by the Pilots, including wins over Hartford and Yale en route
to the championship at the Phoenix Invitational.
Despite Fairfield's five consecutive "W's" over the past few
weeks, there is one "W" that the basketball, sports information, and
alumni offices failed to recognize when comprising the 1997-98 men's
basketball media guide. If Santa got his hands on this media guide and
turned to the all-time roster section, he would surely dole out a big lump
of coal to everyone responsible for this oversight. That's because they
failed to list former guard Brent Wall in this section. It seems odd that
his 36-minute, no-turnover performance in the MAAC title clincher
against Canisius last season could be so quickly forgotten not only by
head coach Paul Cormier, who dismissed Wall from the team prior to
this season, but by a good part of the athletic department as well.
That's why I put in a request for Santa's help to correct this
injustice. Rumor has it that there is a hot-shot elf up there who happens
to be one hell of a litigator. Supposedly this elf was responsible for
putting the Grinch away a few years back. I'm hoping that Santa will
send this little helper to Fairfield to not only help get Wall's name in the
media guide, but somehow find a way to get Wall the roster spot he
rightfully deserves in his senior year.
Next, I turned my attention to the women's team and asked
Santa to five the Stags that little boost they need to get over the hump and
win the MAAC championship. Fairfield reached the tournament finals
in 1994-95 and 1995-96, and looked to be well on its way to the finals
once again last year after an 18-8 regular season. But the Stags hopes for
the MAAC title quickly disappeared, as Niagara upset the second seeded
Stags 79-70 in the first round of the league tournament. That's a loss that
Jessica Grossarth, last year's co-MAAC player of the year, and Page
Driscoll, a second team all-MAAC selection last season, will do everything in their power to avenge in their final season at Fairfield.
Although the Stags have started this season with an uninspiring
2-4 record, they have squared off with some tough non-conference
competition, including Big East powerhouse Miami and 22nd ranked
Tulane. But when the MAAC schedule tips off in January, my crystal
ball says the talent-laden Stags will be right where they should be atop
the MAAC. Maybe Santa can even put a little something in the egg nog
over the holidays that will get more students to come out and support the
women's team, something that has been severly lacking at home games
despite Fairfield's success.
So when you send your Christmas wish list to the North Pole,
remember to put in these requests to help ensure a successful season for
the basketball teams. But on a more serious note, the best thing you
could do for the Stags is to get over to Alumni Hall and cheer them on.
Everyone knows that a big crowd making a lot of noise gets the home
team pumped up while taking the wind out of the sails of the visiting
team. Besides, nothing wold please Santa more than having 3,000
students jammed into a gymnasium, all decked-out in red. But don't try
to fool Jolly-Old St. Nick. He'll know if you've been coming out to
support the Stags if you've been back in your room sleeping during
home games. So make sure you head over to Alumni Hall this winter .
That way, you, and the Stags, can be good for goodness sake.

